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PE "7 8 contains 


TN T an hiſtorical account of 
the ſeveral diſpenſations 
TT" of Providence, exerciſed 

through the ſeveral ages of the 

world tor the ſecurity and advance- | 
ment of human happineſs. 

Now, as mankind can no other- 
wiſe attain to happineſs than by 
the conſcientious diſcharge of their 
religious duties; fo it appears by 

the ſeripture account, that every 


2 had, all along, a Pe- 
B culiar 


„ 
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vi „he IN DUO TON. 


| culiar reference to the moral n- 
| du of. the Wot dd; and was accord 
ingly ebene te ſecure and pro- 
mote the practice of religion. 

= IN order therefore to diſcover 
1 the neceſſity, and to diſcern the 
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The! INTRODUCTION. vii 
"Now, had the — 
rations retained this' religion pure 
and incorrupt in both its parts, and 
acted up to the meaſure of its obli- 
nay the adminiſtration” of di- 
| vernment would have pro- 
3 we may ſuppoſe, in a con- 
ſtant, uniform, and ordi mary man- 
ner. For in ſuch a ſtate there could 
be no need of any alterations: or 
miraculous interpolitions.” 9 
Bu r alas! this was far Wen 105 
ing the caſe. Mankind in a ſhort 
time corrupted their ways; and not 
only forgot the promiſe of a Re- 
deemer, but even ſunk into a de- 
plorable ignora nce of the one true 
5 God, and plunged themſelves into 
an endleſs variety of deſtructive er- 
rors and fatal ſuperſtitions. l 
Wu x they had thus degene- 


5 rated into idolatry and wickedneſs, 
B 2 the 


viii The INTRODUCTION. 
the preſervation of their happineſs 
manifeſtly required, that Providence 

ſhould interpoſe in ſome extraordi- 
nary manner, to recal them to the 
knowledge of thoſe neceſſary arti- 
cles, and to awaken them into a 
ſenſe of their duty. Accordingly 
we are informed in the courſe of 
this hiſtory, that God did actually 
interpoſe at ſundry times, and by 


two different kinds of adminiſtra- 5 


tion, reſpecting the two different 
parts of religion nich der were 
intended to reſtore. | 4 
Bur, as Fairy in Gop is 1 
fundamental principle of all religi- 
on; therefore the firſt thing neceſ- 
ſary to be done for the recovery of 
mankind was to bring them back 
to the belief and acknowledgement 
of that firſt article relating to his 
. and en « For he 
that 


The INTRODUCTION, ix 
. << that cometh to God, -muſt be- 
“ lieve that he is, or exiſts, and that 
ce he is a rewarder of them that 
cc diligently ſeek him 
_-  ConFoRMABLY to this, the ſcrip- 
ture aſſures us, that thoſe won 
derful manifeſtations, ſo frequently 
diſplayed in the firſt ages of the 
world, were chiefly deſigned to 


convince the nations of the falſe- 
hood and vanity of the opinions 


; they. had imbibed ; and to render 
them ſenſible. that Jerovan,, the 
Author of thoſe amazing wonders, 
was: the only great and true God; 
and conſequently, that he alone was 
 intitled to their ſervice and obedi- 
ence. And it is the buſineſs of 
the former part of the enſuing 
Treatiſe to ſhew,. how wiſely thoſe 


| manifeſtations were contrived, and 
| ©, Hebrews xi. 6. 


how 


The INTRODUCTION. = 
how properly they were adapted, to 


promote and accompliſh the end in 


in view to ſhew; how the doc- 
trines and miracles conſpired toge- 
ther to diſpel the darkneſs of ſuper- 
ſtition and idolatry, and to bring 
mankind into the clear ene 


of their God and Creator. 


Arp when the world . 


* inlightened by theſe means, as to 
nnn e true God; and, 


4 . ** — 
0 ” 


of the Weng eRabliſhed fuperſt 


tions; then it ſeems to be the pro- 
per time for the promiſed Redeem- 
er to make his appearance, in or- 


der to inſtruct them in the will of 


God, and to direct them to thoſe 


duties that are well pleaſing to him. | 


Ap the event was exactly an- 


ſewerable For the Goſpel informs 
uh that JESUS CuyrrsT did ap- 


oll . | pear | 


The INTRODUCTION. xi 
pear in the fulneſs of time made 
a perfect declaration of God's will 
5 mankind and eſtabliſſied a 

w inſtitution of religion, the ob- 
— of which: was to ſecure us 
the favour of God, and intitle us 
to the poſſeſſion of eternal happi- 
neſs. And it is the chief deſign 
of the latter part of this Preatiſe to 
ſhew, how well the doctrines he 
delivered were accommodated to 
he: citcumſtances and neceſſities of 
the world; and how. admirably 
the miracles he wrought! were ad- 

juſted to evince the truth of his 
doctrines; — and conſequently to 
ſhew, how fully both in conjuncti- 
on prove him to be that Prophet 
that ſhould come into the world. 

1 HIS is a general account of 
what may be expected in the fol- 
lowing work; which, in conſide- 

ration 
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xii The INTRODUCTION. 


ration of the many excellent Trea- 
tiſes already written on the ſame 
ſubject, is contracted into as nar- 


row a compaſs, as could well con- 


ſiſt with perſpicuity. How far it 
may anſwer the deſign propoſed, 

muſt be left to the judgment of 
the candid reader. But, if it ſhould 
contribute in any meaſure to pro- 
mote the intereſt of true religion 
in this ſceptical and profane age, 
the Author will attain his end, and 
think | . 15 in "Wa attain- 
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Ur neque religio ulla fine ſapientia ſaſcipienda ſit, 
nec ulla ſine religione probanda ſapientia. 


LacTaANT. de fall. Relig. 5 r. 


CoxsIIIV M autem in hac divina ſapientia fuit, 
ut memoria idololatriæ deleatur, et fundamen- 
tum illud magnum de exiſtentia et unitate Dei 
in gente noſtra confirmetur. 


Malu ox. Mor. Nev. par. iii. c. 32. 
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ans See 


SECTION I. 
1 97 the analogy of revealed religion to the 
conſtitution and courſe of nature. And of. 
the credibility of miraculous inter pgfitions. 
Es GOD is eſſentially endowed 


| 3 | 8 * with the perfections of power, 


Be A wiſdom, and goodneſs; ſo are 
his works and productions uni- 


verſally ſtamped with theſe N cha- 
racters of their Author. ET 


C2 | 1 Ty15 ; 


4h The Ener Fry Propriny of 


Tuts i 1s viſible enough i in the natural of | 
material world. The ſtupendous grandeur 
and aſtoniſhing immenſity of the whole 
fabrick point out his ſupreme power ; the 
beautiful ſymmetry, regular diſpoſition, and 
admirable propriety of the ſeveral parts are 
manifeſt indications of his infinite wiſdom ; 
as the harmonious tendency and concur- 
rence of all towards the ſupport and wel- 
fare of the ſyſtem proclaim the excellency 
of his goodneſs; | 
Bu x do theſe manifeſtations proceed no 
farther? Do they not equally take. place 
in the moral or ſpiritual world? As they 
evidently extend through the various orders 
of things inferior, it is a great preſumption 
that they do ſo likewiſe through thoſe of 
the ſuperior kind. But there is no neceſſity 
to reſt this point on mere preſumption; 
We have one poſitive argument, ariſing 
from our natural notion of the Deity, that 
they muſt in reality ſo extend. For, ſince 
he is an abſolutely independent Being, | 
ſubject to no change or variation, it ne- 
ceſſarily follows, that he could never deny 
Himſelf, or act in any inſtance contrary to 
his own perfections; and therefore that he 
| muſt 


the O1d-Teftament Miractes 5 


muſt have had an uniform regard to them 

throughout all his diſpenſations. 1 8 
THIS concluſion of reaſon ſtands con- 
firmed by the evidence of facts. For, if 
we look into the ſcripture, we may obſerve 
the ſame ſignatures of divinity (equal ex- 
ertions of power, analogous diſpoſitions of 
wiſdom, and fimilar intentions of good- 
neſs). impreſſed on the works of grace, as 
are manifeſted in the works of nature. 
Some things there may be, ſome things 
indeed there are, in the | diſpenſation. of 
religion, which we cannot well. account 
for. But do we not meet with as un- 
accountable appearances in the conſtitution 
of nature? And, ſince we attribute theſe, 
not to any defect or impropriety in the 
works themſelves, but to thè weakneſs of 
our own capacities; ought; we not in rea- 
ſon to aſcribe thoſe to the ſame common 
cauſe? | 
Ir we > judge they 6k dank as of 
natural things, we muſt allow, (the cri- 
teria; being of the ſame: kind) that the 
ſcriptural ſyſtem of religion was at firſt 
pope and-all along ſupported, by the. 
ame great Being, who created and; governs» 
the 


6 T1 he Intent amd Propriety of | 
the natural ſyſtem of the world. If nature 
be eſteemed © the power of God and the 
te wiſdom of God” operating to the wel- 
fare of the body, religion is as evidently 
<« the power of God And the wiſdom of 
God“ operating to the ſalvation of the 

ſoul. 25 
To be convinced of this let us 45 
compare the procedure and manner of 
theſe operations in the accompliſhment of 
their reſpective ends. | 
Ws ſee, that the economy of nature is 
accommotlated to the ſafety and happineſs 
of the animal life: and we ſee likewiſe, 
that this . accommodation is applied and 
continued, not by one uniform, immutable 
proceſs, but by a courſe of agency variouſly 
diverſified, according to the various relations 
and neceſſities of the creatures. 
Wr ſee again, that the ceconomy of 
grace is adapted in like manner to the 
ſecurity and happineſs of the ſpiritual life : 
and, to anſwer that purpoſe, we ſee more- 
over, that the adminiſtrations of the Deity 
a. Incolumitatis ac ſalutis omnium cauſa videmus hunc 


ſtatum eſſe hujus totius mundi * naturæ. Cicero de 
Orat. lib. iii. 5 45. 55 | 


are 
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gre variouſly diverſified, according to the 
various ſtates of religion, and the moral 
exigences of mank inc. 

Tuus far then both diſpenſations ami- 

cably accord, and mutually reſemble each 
other. Nor does the analogy fail on a 
farther compariſon. ras os 

Ir you fay, that Ber originally 5 
ſubjected the natural world to the direc- 
tion of certain laws calculated to ſupport 
and maintain its conſtitution; does not 
ü the ſcripture ſay, that he placed the moral 
world under the like regulation? NY 

Ir you find, that, when natural bodies 
begin to. be impaired, a certain princi- 
ple takes place in order to ſupply the 
waſte, and reſtore them to their priſtine 
condition; don't you find too, that reve- 
lation comes in with the like deſign, to 
repair the breaches of morality, and to 
reinſtate mankind in their ee * 
rightneſs . 

Ir you allow, that nature often 2 
its ordinary courſe, and ſeemingly violates 
its primary laws, to free itſelf of the an- 
noyances of degenerate, corrupt, and noxi- 
ous matter; why may not the Deity uſe 

| | the 


the like method, on neceſſary oceaſions, 
to correct the no leſs malignant influences 
of corrupt and depraved minds? If you 
can reconeile yourſelf to the matvellous 
5 w one aſe, upon what footing do you 
1 reject the miraculous in the other; 
| PrRxRars you will ſay, The conſti- 
4 tution of- nature could never admit of > 
"lip ſuch thing. For miricles, being e 
ce conttaty to the eſtabliſhed cpurfe, m 
| „Obriag confuſion on the world, break 
its uniformity, and deſtroy that admi- 
1 de rable ſimplicity of order, from whetice 
| the one infinite Tag 1 e is 
< known, 0 
Bor is it hal that he Ster of things 
is in fact fo fimple and uniform? or, ta- 
ther, is it not certain that the contra- 
1 ty obtains? Can you foretel from what 
[|] point the wind ſhall blow, or What the 
weather will be, to-morrow? Is not the 


whole revolution of the year ont con- 
1 tinued change, day differing from day, 
aus ſeaſon from ſeaſon? Now, if the courſe' 
af nature will admit of theſe leſſer va- 
1 riations, as we ſee ik does, for the fake © 
8 of thoſe. leſſer degrees af good Which 
Sb | DR they 


— 
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they produce; will it not -equally admit 
of fill greater variations for the attain- 

ment of a ptoportionably greater good? 
And, however | irregular” ſuch variations 
may appear, yet, 'as long as they are 
directed to the advancement of happi- 
neſs, they are ſo fat either from bring- 
ing confuſion on the world, or deſtroy- 
ing any principle from which the one 
perſect Being is known, that they ra- 
ther maintain and perpetuate the order of 
the univerſe, and exhibit ſtill cleater and 
more Gf notices: re the divine wy 
vidence. . 

TR E principles of nature hi if du- 
7 attended to, ate ſo far from diſprove- 
ing the poſſibility of miracles, that there 

may be caſes, in which they ſeem to 
countenance their reality. Suppoſe any 
caſe; in which" they are neceflary, and 
at the ſame time proper, and you will 
* courſe ſuppoſe them to exiſt. 
er great Inquiry then is, 

I. « WAHETRHER the Sender Ur 
% mankind were ever ſuch, as to Rand 12 | 
« need of miraculous interpolitions?”” 
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60 have been.done, .were properly. adapted, 


45 in their nature and kind, to the ne- 
© ceſſities and aliens of ſuch circum- 
« Nance?" n . 
Ix theſe two bein can wok rar 
Jy, proved, the uſeſulneſs and propriety 


of the Scripture-miracles can be no lon- 


ger queſtioned: and, if the internal cha- 
racters of uſefulneſs and propriety may 


with juſtice be attributed to them, we 


are then furniſhed, not only with an ad- 


ditional preſumption in favour of their 


credibility, but with a ſufficient anſwer 
to the principal objections urged againſt it : 


and, when the objections made to their 


credibility are thus removed, the exter- 
nal evidence of teſtimony comes in with 


its full weight to evince the wann of 


their . exiſtence. 8 Pa EP 
LET us proceed therefor to in 
the moral circumſtances of mankind thro' 


the ſeveral, periods of the world; and; ſee 


what, or whether any, neceſſity for mira- 


culous interpoſitions Wah! have thence 
ariſen. 


* 


"La, SECTION 


Fe 
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SECTION II. 


2 "I "moral ' fate of He torld Fas "the 
Creation to the Deluge, ard the 4. W 
dient relative thereto, a . pies wa err | 


XOX 8 man * created Ivig as er 
AY innocence?,” he ſeems to have had 
| nothing more to do, to ſecure bis 
happineſs and the divine favour, than to 
preſerve himſelf in that ſtate by walking 
uprightly with his God. Tho circumſtan- 
ces of His condition therefore,” during this 
period, required only a propet᷑ ruleè of con- 
duct, to direct him, in the oceurtences of 
life, to ſuch things as were agfecable to the 
divine will, had to gudrd Him from the = 
commiſſion of the contrary. NO] ſuch a 
rule We find, he had. For, *as. he held 
frequent and familiar communication with 
the Deity, ſo he received from, thence a 
Juſt" and ſufficient” information of things 


* {+ 
. && 7 = 


d Gen. i. 26, 31. 


1.4". 
Ado 
4 ; 


and was directed in the uſe or forbearance 
of them!. A method of inſtruction this, 
- foitable to the inexperience of his infant- 
ſtate, and fully anſwerable to the neceſſities 
. 1:0 
Bur after the Fall the caſe was quite 
alkerad. Man' s title to the favour of God 
became extinct with his innocence; and 
the ſame act, that loſt him his happineſs, 
expoſed him te the penalty of miſery, His 
rule of liſe, tis true, he ſtill retained: | 
but of what ſervice-conld a rule of life be 
now to him, who had forfeited: his life by 
the tranſgreſſion of it? It would indeed re- 
ſame its uſe, were he reinſtated in his for- 
mer privileges but till chen it was the 
very, © ſtrengeh of ſin to condemn him“. 
In this ſtate of. diſtreſs, his principal con- 
cern, as it was his principal neceſſity, muſt 
he to, recover the bleſſings he had loſt. But, | 
vour it, yet it was impoſſible. for him to 
ſecover them og __ own, nit ee 
7 Ale 
2 1 gh 28, 1 — ü. 1 r err vi Mart he 
4 1 Cor, xv. * 


poſlible, 


the ( Teftament: Ars l 13 
poſſible, as it was for him to make himſelf 
innocent, When he had become guilty; 
His relief and remedy therefore cuulil be 
derived only from God. But, if Gad ins 
teoded to relieve and reſtore him, it ſrems 
to be neceſſary that he ſhould inform him 
of it. For, otherwiſe, he might have con- 
cluded that God had rejected him, and, in 
conſequence thereof, have either languiiſh- 
ed in a fruitleſs inactivity, or elſe Have 
proceeded (which is the moſt likely) with 
the ſame deſperation as the fallen Angela. 
Now, the promiſe then made, that . the 
Seed of the woman ſhould bruiſe the ſex - 
e pent's head , clearly canveyed! ſuch in- 
formation to him. Canſider, the genius 
of the Hebrew: language, the circumſtan· 
ces of man's. ſituation at that time, and 
the agent that worked his ſeduction and 
miſery; and 1 doubt whether it be poſe 
ſible to expreſs his future reſtoration and 
recoyery in more Rvely and 3 
five terms. EI | ns ys 

Bur, notwithſtanding the promile. was. 
fo full and expreſſive, "yet" man might ſtilk 
want ſome fign or miracle to We h © 1 — 
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bad been but gracious in the Deity to grant 
it May we not then ſuppoſe that he did 


grant it? And might not — — 
ſerpent, into the abject ſtate of a-reptile, be | 
intended as a token of the new covenant? 
Or, if you chuſe it in other words, might 
not his puniſhing that inſidious ereature, 
in the manner repreſented, be be deſig ned as 

a proof of what he had declared ern 
15g lich The inflicxion was evidently well 


adapted to that Purpoſe, as it plainly point- | 


ed out to what the promiſe Ended,” and 
exhibited a kind of vifible ſecurity for the 

accompliſhment of the hopes it imparted. 
Forſnyhen "Adam; on that promite of vic- 


tory over the ſerpent, "beheld" Him thus 
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F We 3 frequent inſtgnees of faite n requiring | 
ſome ' miriiculous ſign, "by way of ſecurity Nor the com- 
pletion!of the divine promi ſes; and we have as frequent 
inſtances of God's indulgerice to their weakneſſes in grant- 
ing them ſuch ſigns. See Gen. xv. 8. — xxiv, 44. Exod. | 
iii. 11, 12. Tudg. vi. 17, 7. And would not the ſame 


ſentiments, which prompted th men to fake ſuch re- 
_ queſts in later; and more experienrid times prompt our firſt 


parent, -with {till grepten force, to make the like requet 
on the % promiſe ? — except you will fuppoſe, that Gor 


was ſo gracious as to prevent his petition, 
5 ; | inſtantly 
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inſtantly humbled — 1 1 he 
not readily, admit this preſent, initial de 
gradation of his enemy as a Ggnificant pre- 
lude to, would he not naturally eſteem it 
as a comfortable pledge of, his future arid 
final overthrow? Truly, one would almoſt 
be tempted to think, that he muſt have 
broke Out into the like grateful acclamation 
at this ſight, as Simeon uttered at the ſight 
of Chriſt: © Lord, now letteſt thou thy 
< ſervant depart in peace for mine —y 
e have ſeen. thy ſalvation *.”7 -- / 

IT is needleſs, I orelamb, to ind acly 
Janger on this point. Let us then advance 
forwards, and ſee what effect the doctrine 
of this prophecy, ſupported by the evidence 
ol its attendent miracle, had 057 the con- 
duct of mankind. 

Ou firſt parents, in all probability 
were duly affected with this inſtance of 
mercy, and teſtified their gratitude for what 
God had done by their ſteady performance 
of what he required. It was not long, 
however, before they obſerved the per- 
nicious bel of ihait Nn 4 in 


i it 577 EE 4 
Tus il. 29, 30. 


the 
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the ne. behaviour of ſome of their 
children. For Cain and his deſdendents. 
following the propenſities of their corrupt 
inations, fell away, regardleſs of their 
duty, into all ns nn vice and 
' Immorality *. 16 
Now, finke' they: were e echteüiy fo 
depraved in their morals, tis not unlikely 
that they were alſo reprobates concerning 
the faith. What defections they were 
guilty. of in this reſpect, we cannot be 
certain. Several Authors have charged 
them with idolatry *, and ſome with deny- 
ing a future ſtate. And indeed, if we 
conſider the influence of ſenſuality, how 
apt it is to debaſe the mind, and extin- 
guiſhi the evidence of things not ſeen, the 
b will appear bar too . gronnded.” 


> Tak, An Jud. tid. 1. <6 * * 
1726. 
1 9% abi fipra. | Buyeh, Au. p TH 
* Targ. Ontel. et Jonathan Ben. Lia in . 2 
Maine. de Idololatria.” Selden de Düis Syr. Proleg. 6. li. 
The Jeruſalem Targum and that of Jonathan Ben-Uzial 
Introduce Cain converſing with his brother Abel in theſe 
words - m 5 FN i D — Nor off juditium, nec off 
Judex ; non eft ſeculum futurum, nec dabitur præmium bonum 
Juſlis, nec ultio ſumetur de improbis, Ac. Vide in Gen. iv. 8. 


"rx 


* J 
P a+ 4 1 


the Old- Nſfament Miracles. 15 
Ix you admit this to be the caſe, ſome- 
thing, 'tis plain, was neceſſary to be done, 
as well to correct the erroneouſfgeſs of 
their principles, as to reform the depravity 
of their manners. With this view, then, 
a ſecond revelation came ſeaſonably in, 
correſ pondent to their neceſſities and con- 
dition. Enoch was commiſſioned to preach 
the doctrine of a future ſtate, and to declare 
the certainty of a future judgment. In pur- 
ſuance of this commiſſion, he opened the 
proſpect of another life, and laid it before 
them in its different circumſtances ; ſhewed 
them what glotious rewards awaited the 
righteous, what dreadful puniſhments were 
referved* for the wicked *; that, knowing 
the encouragements and terketd of the Lord, 
du er be influenced thereby to return 


5 e the Se roar hs a 
— Fude 1 4, 1 55 —faying; © Behold, the Lord cometh, with 
ee ten thouſands of his faints, to execute judgment upon 
« all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of 
« all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodlily com- 
5 mitted, and of all their hard ſpeeches which ungodly 
« finters have ſpoken againſt him; and therefore, by the 
rule of contraries, to reward « them, who, by patient 
« continuance in well-goug, ſeek for We . and 
4%, immortalit 7. ee 
E to 
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to him“. And what can be imagined more 
affecting? What could prevail, if this could 
not? Had it reſted only on the bare credit 


of the preacher, yet a doctrine of this vaſt 
importance juſtly merited their moſt ſerious 
regard. But, that nothing might be want- 
ing either to engage their attention, or to 
confirm their belief, God was pleaſed to 
exert himſelf i in a miraculous manner, and 
to atteſt its. truth by a ſpecial convincing. 

fign. . For what more proper, more con- 


vincing fign could they poſſibly have in 


| Prophet tranſlated alive before their eyes 


into that very ſtate, the exiſtence and 
reality of which he had juſt before re- 
vealed to them? 1 5 
Sven — one . would think, ang 
ported by ſuch evidence, would have borne 
down all oppoſition, and ſubjected” the 
world to the authority of its dictates. But 
we haye an inſtance now before us, that 
nothing is ſo forcible, intereſting, and _- 
ſuafive, but what the corruption and per- 
verſeneſs of man can withſtand Hang ng 


* ehen "he 16. | 0 > Gen, v. 24. n, 
by For 
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the Old-Teftament Miracles. 19 
For this abandoned race, deaf to theſe 
awakening * * een „ 
n | 

"In proceſs of time, the ab of Seth, 
forgetting the practice of their forefathers, 
and making alliances with the deſcendents. 
of Cain, became infected with the ſame 
contagion of profaneneſs and immorality, 
and at length degenerated ſo far, that all 
ſenſe of the true „ was r EA 
n them. 4 

Tus the W race er in fell 
away from their allegiance to God, into an 
univerſal licentiouſneſs and depravation of 
manners. The wickedneſs of man was 
great in the earth, and every imagination 
« of the thoughts of his heart was only 
« evil continually ... ⸗ * 

_ Wuaar particular crimes this n 
deſcription was meant to comprehend, we 
have no certain grounds to determine. It 
is not improbable, however, that, when 
they loſt the knowledge of the ſupreme, 
inviſible Being, they addreſſed their devo- 
tions to thoſe viſible * with whoſe 


Jb. Antig, Jud. lib. I. cap. ll $ 1. 
Tm vi. 5. 
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appearance they were moſt affected, and 
oe. influence they were moſt be- 


of the world in future times; which is no 
ſmall preſumption that it was the caſe in 
the preſent. Some indeed have endea- 
is, the earlieſt records of heathen antiquity 
ſpeak full to the point. For Sanchomathon: 
expreſſly affirms, that in a time of great 
« drought Cain and his wife lifted; up their 
< hands, and prayed to the Sun, whom 
they looked upon. as the: ſole RM 
„ RIO | 


r Gen. iv. aſs mm =u2 Ore n tuns 
Profanatum oft in invocando nomine. Jeluvæ.  Profanari autem 
in in vocando nomine Tabou. idem eſt, ac i dixiſſet Moſes, 
, quod: totius univerſi Creatorem 
ac Dominum deſignat, rebus creatis impie ** Seld. 
de Diis Syr, prolegom. cap. iii. 

Ex Tl Tus YEOpeeres xanIuas Tir; x Temes, 3 
9. arora, has Ntigac ogeyeis ag gore og Tor er: len vag 
nor, Drop evapusGer puopor ug Xugror, Barro ajpoer Kazi, Apo; 


Eꝛuſeb. Præparat. Evangelic, lib. I. cap. x. 


That by T#-; and Tena our Author nicans' Cain and his 


du, Biſhop I has N at * in his Remarks | 


soon 


the Old-Tifament Mirachs, 21 


So aſter, it ſeems, the like worſhip 
w addreſſed by their poſterity. to the 
ſeveral Parts of Nature: to the Heavens, 
Moon, and Stars; to Fire, Air, and 
Wind *; to the Earth, Trees, and Water; 
to Beaſts, Birds, and Reptiles. All theſe 
indeed are not diſtinctly ſpecified as objects 
of their adoration: many however are; 
and all, I think, implied. For, when we 
are aſſured © they deified the plants of the 
earth, we can hardly doubt of their 
advancing the other parts of the univerſs 
to the like honour. - © 
- In conſequence of this wordila the arts 
of magic and divination were ſtudied and 
_ practiſed”, and ſuperſtitious, obſcene rites 
_ inſtituted and folemnized. Theſe deteſt- 
able rites of their religion naturally led 
2 to _ _ ** of outrage and 


1 R 
ufig, Xa Ja ruxua, xa; J Jeſlosg c n, Oe e £94 


- awoxen, Phil. Bybl. apud Euſeb. Prep. Ev. lib. I. c. ix. 


u Aviegwors Je Joo pnnas- wrer 16 xe Trevi), xas gas- 
aue. &. T. A. Sauchon. ap. Euſeb. Prep. Ev. lib. L c. x. 
1 ANN gloys, Tewie abt: 1a Ine 99; eng fall, xa 
 Hevs doe, XG TROTExues lde. AT. A. Idem apud cund. 

| Y Qy dallego Toy Kevawp AoYS8s HORNGGAh, XG xa enwdas, Xa 
Haile. Bid. | | 
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violence, of luxury and wantonneſs in 
civil life. At length, the ſame impious 
principles and practices gained admittance 
into the other line; where they ſpread and 
prevailed: with fatal ſucceſs, to the utter 

extitpation of all truth and moralit. 
Sven was now the ſtate: of mankind. 

When God looked upon the earth, he 
found them all gone out of the way; 
<< they were altogether become abomina- 
ee ble. NMoab, indeed, ſtill preſerved his 
integrity, and ſtood, amidſt the general cor- 
ruption, a ſingular example of true piety 
and virtue. This diſtinguiſhed behavi- 
our. entitled him to diſtinguiſhed favour. 
But how were the reſt to be dealt with? 
Can we ſuppoſe that God, who is jealous 
* of his honour, and of purer eyes than to 
e behold iniquity,” would ſuffer them to 
proceed in their idolatry and wickedneſs 
without controul ? Or, muſt we not rather 
conclude, that he would manifeſt himſelf 
in ſome extraordinary manner, to vindicate 
his own authority, and to reſtore the prac- 
tice of "ine upon earth? As it is conſo- 


2 Gen. vi. 13. a Fuſeh. Prep. Evan, loc. citat. 
8 Dai XIV. 3, 4. © Gen, Me! | 
nant 


the Old Teftament: 1 irackes: | 23 


nant to our notions of him to believe he 

would, ſo the ſcripture aſſures us he actu- 
ally did, bringing in the Pk upon 
« the — — of Ea. ba bal] 


ws Ro — CO nod 264 ol 
ducive to the purpoſes of bis providence. 
Idolatry, it is evident, could not be extir- 
ed, piety and virtue could not be re- 
Rored, till that incorrigible race was ut- 
thoſe eee vou will 4 are 


10 have been accompliſhed. by various other 


means, as well as by a deluge. Perhaps 
it might. But what if their deſtruction 
was not the whole intent? What if God 
had farther ends in view, reſpecting thoſe, 
who ſurvived? How will matters ſtand 
then? It is no unreaſonable ſu ppoſition, this. 
For, as the ſons of Noab had converſed a 
long time with that corrupt generation, 
and were F ſome of them, mar- 
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2 _ F ſo the Almighty, to thew that 
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nied into the apoſtate line ; it is more 


than probable, chat they wete, in ſorne 
degree, infected with the idolatrous Wine. 


ples, and vicious: practices of the age 
Had they continued in 
the deſigns of Providence 1 


is diſpoſition, 
ight have been 
utterly fruſtrated; and the work of the 
% Lok p muſt have failed in their bands.“ 
The-ſecurity of religion therefore require 

that the preſent manifeſtation ſhould ry 
ſomething in its nature and form, equally 
adapted to convince them of the falſity of 
thoſe principles, as to deter them from 
the practice of thoſe vices. Obſerve then, 


how well it anſwered theſe ſeveral pur - 


poſes. As it was, in all likeliheod, the 
prevailing opinion of thoſe times, that the 
world was ſelf-exiſtent, independent, and 


4 4 14 


N of VE 


5 „Een is eee to have e Nane the filter of 


Tubal Cain. Cumberland's Sanchaniatho, p. 107. 


t Clas, filius Nos; faperfiitionibus its et ficrilegis ar- 
hus ned: fut. Caen apud Eckes Obel Pamph. 
r 

r See the accounts of the ancient l a8 les 


have been tranſmitted to us by Euſebius, Prep. Evang. 
lib. I. c. x. and Diodorus' Stenlus, Tib. I. & lib. II. or as 
they have been collected more 1 Authors of | 


the Univerſal Hiſtory, Introdu8t vol. T. p. 11, kr. 
he 


A 


te Ou-Tament Miracke. 4 


he bath malle and goyerned it, dig, as 

Were, unmake it again; inyerting its — 
and abqlihing its order. As we hape ſome 
xeaſpn to believe, that Water and Air were 
their chief divinities *;, ſo pve find, that 
Sgd. made them the chief inſtryments of 
His vengeance. As the Earth wah. perhaps 
eſteemed the mother of the gods , . thoſp 

animal, reptile, and vegetable deities, that 
ſubſiſted on its ſurface; ſo the L oN ge- 
ſtroyed the Earth and its products, toge- 
ther with every, animal, ſuch only excepted 
as were preſerved in the ark for the reſto- 
ration of the ſpecies *. And, leſt the ſons 
of Neah ſhould. Attribute. this terrible exe- 


ention. to the agency and power of = 
falſe a> God foretells them that | 


Pub; to give oſha.” wer of the Univerſe, 
which were eſteemed Gods, muſt of courſe be themſelves 
elicemed x the greateſt Gods of all. 
_ Try who. Diod, Stel. Biblioth. Hiſt. bb. I. Quis 


enim ambigat matrem Deum Terram haberi? Macros. 
Saturnal. lib. I. cap. wade 7 
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ties—but „1 IXO VAR, do bring a flood 


« fleſh, wherein is the breath of life, from 
ec under heaven. Every thing that” is Tm 


* the earth ſhall die. 


1 HAVE no occaſion to terns: for it 1 | 
extremely viſible, with what irreſiſtible 


force this puniſhment of the wicked, by 
the very things wherein they had ſinned, 
muſt operate on the minds of Neab's fa- 


mily, who were eye witneſſes of it: how 
it muſt awaken their attention; fill them 


with the moſt awful ideas of God's power 15 
and ſovereignty; ; convince them of his aver- 


ſion to fin,” and abhorrence of its authors; 


and conſequently deter them, from 1 1 INS 
ovocations. | 2 8 
Ir we limit the n of Providence 
in this tremendous event to the bare 
deſtruction of thoſe who periſhed, I can 
ee no good reaſon, I own, why the Deity 
ſhould uſe ſuch a complicated. method, and 
ſummon all the elements to put it in exe- 


dcution; e ſince, without theſe, they might 


have fallen down with one blaſt, being 


14 3 i . 7346555 746 : . 2 £5-Bn * 
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1 Gem. vi. 17.— ii. 4. 


« perſecuted 


1 * 


the Old-Teflament Miracles. a 


9 perſecuted of vengeance, and ſcattered 
abroad with the breath of his power : 
much leſs can I account, why the earth was 
demoliſhed, and every living creature de- 
ſtroyed. . But, if we conſider this wonder- 
ful tranſaction as moreover intended to 
correct the errors of them that were pre- 
ſerved, then all things will appear to have 
been ordered and conducted according to 
the rules of conſummate Wiſdom. 
ISEHAL I leave this point upon theſe 
reaſons. What weight they carry, let others 
judge. Candour will allow them what 
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& the. moral Bate of the world from the Be 
ge to the Departure out of Egypt, and 
| the diſpenſations relative thereto. 1 


A HI EN N ab Was Landed 6 on tie 
preſent carth, and ſaw bis pi pie 


504-448 214 ? 5 J 1 169365" 
# rewarded with ſuch an amazin 


1 
inſtance of divine favour ; J there is no "FOO! 


to doubt, but that he "made religion Bis 
chief concern, and zealouſly propagated it 
among his poſterity. Thoſe religious no- 
tions and cuſtoms , which his ſons and 
their deſcendents carried down along with 
them into the ſeyeral countries wherein 
they ſettled, ate inconteſtable proofs of his 
care and diligence in this reſpect. 
Bur, notwithſtanding the ſeverity of 
God in punithing the ſins of the old world, 


2 Such as the. notions of Expiation by Secifcez of a 
Mediator between God and Men, &c. the cuſtom of Sacri- 
fag: ad the obſervation of the Sabbatb, or keeping holy 
the ſeventh day, oe. 


8 
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4d the induſtry of Noah in providing for 
the inſtruction of the new; yet mankind 
in a ſhort time degenerated again, and furk 
apace towirds the fame ſtate of deptava- 
tion, that they were in before the flood. 
When, or where, the infection firſt brolce 
Sut, We'catinot pretend to ſay: but, If it 
began ts ſpread, as ſome ſuppoſe it did, 
before the attempt of building Babel; then 


tlie conftifion of tongues, which God in- 


"tfoducet/at that time, and the diſperſion 
of the people conſequent thereupon e, was 
apparently the wiſeſt and fitteſt means, that 
dean poſſibly be imagined, to check the pro- 
greſs of the ſpreading contagion, and to 
prevent its communicati- n from en 


to another . 


How far it anſwered thts intent, the 
"ſcripture does not inform us. That it was 
not abſolutely effectual, is very evident: for 
the depravation, though it probably met 
with ſeveral checks, till grey and ad- 
vanced]; and error, ſuperadded to error, ſo 


' o Phils val de Confiifione Lihgiartin. Tens of LIdo- 
latry. Hutchinſon's Account of the Confuſion of Languages 
r Gen xi. 129. 
q — Dima 696 Rego; p. 129. 
2 Bru totally 


totally extinguiſhed the light of truth, that, 
in the courſe of a few centuries, .the. world 
was univerſally: overrun with idolatry *. 
Tux ſpecies of idolatry, which they fell 
fake Vas preciſely; the ſame, as what the 
antediluvians were . ſuppoſed , to. practiſe ; 
and it is not unlikely, they fell into it by 
the ſame deluſion. The grandeur of the 
univerſe, and the regularity of its ſeveral 
parts, ſtruck them with admiration, and 
impreſſed on their minds the idea of divi- 
nity; whilſt the benefits they received 
through their mediation and influence ex- 
cited their gratitude to pay them adora- 
tion. Thus, the very means, which 
ought to have preſerved them in the ac- 
knowledgement and ſervice of God, by a 
per verſion ſtrange indeed, but too true, 
contributed to ane them "GH and re- 
nounce him}... 
WAN mankind had, in | this manner, 
excluded ed vom the government of the 
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world *, 
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world *, was there not à neceſſity of ſome 
new meaſures to bring them back to a pro- 
per ſenſe of his dominion and ſovereighty ? 
It is apparent there was: and accordingly 
we find, that he attempted "their reforma- 
mation at this time by a method no leſs 
wiſe than gentle. He called forth his 
pious ſervants, the Patriarchs *; and, ap- 
pointing them as public vouchersiof his 
being and providence,” ſent them out to 
bear his name before the nations, and to 
inſtruct them in the ways of truth and 
righteouſneſs.” Purſuant to this deſign, we 
meet theſe holy men, in the moſt renowned 
and conſpicuous places, aſſerting his ſupre- 
macy againſt all oppoſition”; raiſing altars 

to the honour of his majeſty * ;' and in- 
velng him in their ſolemn as under 
the diſtinguiſhed character of © the moſt 
e high God, the gw op of en and 


* 


+3 FP SO 3 8 Seo n Aw Twy, 5 
Jeſepb. Antiq. Jud. lib. I. cap. vil. 91. Vid. etiam 
Mainim Mor. Nevoch. p. ii. c. 2. * ab" 
Gen. Xii. 15 Kc. — Xxvi. 2, Ke. = Xxviii. 1, Kc. — 
xxxV. 1-56. fal cv. 13 2u½ ... 

* Chaldea, Canaan, and Egypt. 3 

1 I Po ofeph. Antiq. Jud. et Maimon. Mor- Ne ev. ubi ure. 
2 Gen, xii. 7, 8. — Xii. 18. — xxvi. 25. — xxviii. 18, 19. 
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«, earth * A conduct this, which could 
not fail of correcting the popular errors of | 
the times, and bringing. thoſe with whom 
they eenyerſed to a mer potion af Gag 
and his proyidence. f 

„Bor, as. the rand rſati 1 af 4he Patrir ; 
xrchs' brought the true religion to the 
knowledge of the nations, ſo did their fen 
licity and marvellous ſucceſſes recommend 
it likewiſe o their practice. For, ſincs the 
people were every · Where attentive to the 


concerns of this World, and eagerly ambi- 
tious of temporal grandeur, it was but na- 


tural for them, hen they ohſeryed the 
proſperity of the: worſhipers of Ix HVA R, 
to make inquiry, what God he: was that 
could confer ſuch bleflings; and what kind 


of ſervices could procure and aſcertain 


them-—but natural for them to worſhip 
him too after the like manner, in expecta- 
tion of the like rewards. 
Nox is this only a ſpecious ſurmiſe of 
what might poſſibly be, but rather a plain 
narration of what really was, the cafe. 


For ſeveral of the Egitern' 8 _— 


* Gen. Xiv. 22. 
"Heb. pou) h.] 1p 
* Ot exTige ror u A m Yu. Vid, Lud. 4 


Dieu in loc. 


to 
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to have adopted the patriarchal rites , and 
to have reformed their religion to, what 
they thought, the patriarchal purity . 
Bur, though the world was * en- 
lightened by the intercourſe and correſpon- 
dence of theſe great reformers ; yet, after 
their; deceaſe, the darkneſs of | idolatry 
thickened again, and ſhortly covered: the 
face of the nations. For we find the 
Egyptians, the wiſeſt people then upon 
earth, and therefore, one ſhould think, the 
laſt that would fall into ſuch groſs errors, 
entirely devoted, f in the days of Moſes, to 
the worſhip and ſeryice of material deities *. 
And.the Iiraelites. themſelves, who ſojourn- 
ed among them, dene the dur 


SHOW nene 

>» Ja ee ns was ade by. the Foy: 
lian and E. thiopians, &c. a proof of this? 
Me are informed, that the name of Abrabam was heltl 
in the greateſt veneratian all over the Eaſt ; that he Ma- 
giant. 8 abians, Perji fans, and Ingians, all gloried in him 
as the great reformer of their on See lla 5 
Connect. part I. b. iv. anno 486. 
ub ea tempora nox cæca et W ali 
incubuir, et idololatria (tanguam peſtis i in tenebris ambulans 
mortalium pene omnium animos * Spencer de Leg. 
Hehe. lib. I. c. i. $ 1. 

2 _ Canon Chronic. in foul. *. 
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miſes ind ſeal f circumciſion, were deeply 
tinctured with the ſame ſuperſtitions“. « 4 | 

Bor, when this people, raiſed up on 
purpoſe to preſerve religion, were thus in 
danger of being perverted from it, was it 
not highly neceſſary that God ſhould in- 
terpole, and deliver them from the hands 
of their infectious maſters? And, conſidet- 
ing likewiſe the ſtate of things, and the 
deſigns which Providence had in view, 
was it not equally neceffiry that the man- 
ner of their deliverance ſhould be fo con- 
trived, as to convince them, and the reſt 
of the world, that the notions they had 
imbibed were vain and erroneous, and the | 
gods they adored falfe and'imaginary ?* 
Now, as theſe things were not only wor- 
thy of dhe divine cognizance in them- 
ſelves, but ſeem, in their very nature, to 
require ſome Proper proviſion to be made 
for them; ſo it is obſervable, that God, 


| through the whole courſe of the ſucceed- 


ing manifeſtations, had a conſtant regard 
g chem! 1 F or the chief intention, as the 
| ſcripture 


xe. xx. 7, 8. — xxii. . 
s Cum id ageret Deus, ut 4 1 8 


libęraret; ita Parata ſunt omnia, ut Deus Iſraelis Egypti 
e 
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SO aſſures us, of his multiplying 
* thoſe ſigns and wonders, both in ui 
* above, and in the earth beneath, 5 
to convince all the Iſraelites" 4 + as go , 
and the reſt of the nations „that the 
* heavens and the earth were the Lord's, 
and that he was the governor among 
fe all people! ;“ or, in other words, that 
< he alone was the true God, and that 
te there was none elſe beſides him.” How 
properly theſe manifeſtations were adapted 
to work fuch conviction, will, I hope, pre- 
ſently appear. 

IT is the fundamental principle of ©. 
vine government, to work upon rational 


creatures in a rational manner. But the 5 


moſt rational method of reclaiming men 
from any errors, and of inducing them to 
embrace the oppoſite truths, is, to make it 
plain to. their underſtanding, that things 
are in fact other wiſe than they apprehend ; 


deos lidibrio exponeret, eoſque, ana cum cultu ebrum; 
yanitatis poſt natos homines maxime redargueret. Sercer 
de Leg. Heb. lib. I. c. i. $ 1. 
h Exod, vi. 7. — x. 2. 
i Exod: vii. 5. — xiv. 4, 18. 
_ k Exod. ix. 16. 
i P/alm xxii. 28. 24 15 
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and to render them ſenſible, that it were 


more becoming their nature, as well as 


more conducive to their bappinefs, to think 


and act differently for the future. _ us 


apply this to the preſent caſe. - 
MANK1ND were not ſo depraved in weir 


notions of the divine nature, but that they 


attributed to it as well the ſupport and 
conduct of things, as the diſtribution of 


bleſſings and comforts: and ſo far they 


were certainly right. But then they falſly 
imagined, that the more illuſtrious, active 
parts of the Univerſe — the Sun, Stars, and 
Elements — completely anſwered all theſe 


characters. For, as they obſerved the 


courſe of things to be conſtantly regulated, 
and the bleflings and calamities of life to be 


daily diſpenſed, by the motion and agency 
of theſe bodies; ſo they were led, by thoſe 


appearances, to believe them to be the only 

gods that governed the world. Herein 
lay their fatal miſtake, And how were 
they to be ſet right in this point? Was it 


not by convincing them, that theſe bodies 
had no other powers or qualities, than 


what they derived from their great Crea- 


tor, whoſe inſtruments they were in car- 


rying 


the Old -Teftament\ Miracles. 35 
rying on the purpoſes of his providetice ? 
And what properer method could the Deity 
make ufe of to form this conviction, than 
that of empowering ſome diſt: :nguiſhed per- 
ſon to alter or ſuſpend the qualities of ſuch 
bodies, and make them operate, by his bare 
command, in direct propane to their or- 


dinary courſe ? 
Tutrs was to appeal to their own notions; 


to make them ſenſible in their own way, 
that he alone was the governor of the 
world: and that all viſible beings were but 
ſo many ſubordinate agents, working by 
his power, and under his direction; and 
conſequently that he alone was intitled to 
the worſhip and obedience of men, as he 
alone could reward or punith them. 

Now, as ſuch a proceſs was moſt aptly 
accommodated, in the reaſon of things, to 
the circumſtances and apprehenſions of 
mankind ; ſo, in the caſe of the Egyptians, 
the Deity, we find, proceeded accordingly ; 
exerting his power in appropriated inſtan- 
ces, which equally ſerved to demonſtrate 
the nullity of the gods they worſhipped, 
as to puniſh the crimes they had been. 


guilty of in conſequence of that worſhip. 
BUT, - 
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Bu, to ſet this matter in a clear light, 
it will be neceſſary to take a particular view 
of the ee ang adus pl Pi hol 
procedure. IG 

Ix the firſt place, then, J non, by a 
meſſage in his own name, required the 
Egyptians to releaſe his people“. The 
Egypti ans diſclaimed all knowledge of him, 
and diſdained to yield obedience, to him. 
« Who is JEHOV AH,” replied Pharaoh, 
e that I ſhould obey his voice to let 7 | 


. rael go? I know not Jenovan, nei- 


« ther will I let 1/-ael go".” They had 
Gods of their own — Univerſal Nature, 
and its ſeveral Parts — who, they thought, 

could 


B. % ee e 42 
They worſhipped the Uni verſe under the name, Firſt, 
of Pax: p Ary vm de, IIa, e, agNο, e., xc. 
ron OXTW D TewTeuv Aerohenun Seo cbt. Herodbt. Euterp. 
cap. exlv. | 

Tara xaku ue — X0714010 T0 TUM), 
 Ovpayos, 205 Yanuoomuy, we Ao T&pIATNGey, 
12 . up e rade Yap fete sgi Ta IIavog. 
| Orpb. Hym. in Pan. 
bd of SzraPts: Nam PIES quem Ægyptii deum 
maximum prodiderunt, oratus a Nicocreonte Cypriorum 


rege quis deorum haberetur, his verſibus ſolicitam _ 
onem regis inſtruxit ; _ 


Evpas ; 
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could act as powerfully in their behalf, as 
Ir HOvAH could do in behalf of the . 
ralblites. In theſe therefore t they truſted, | 
and upon theſe they depended.. 
Tus then was the proper time 

_ vince" them of their folly, or to unt 
their ſtubbornneſs, if they proved incorri- 
gible. But God, foreſeeing what the 
conſequence would be, and unwilling; as ; 
it were, to enter on the methods of fe 
verity, commanded his ' ſervants to g0 
again to Phiracb, and repeat the demand 
of his diſmiſſing the Maelites. Upon 
this ſecond application, the King required 
them to exhibit ſome miracle, as a proof 
that JxHovan was really God, and that 
they were charged with his commiſſion. 
e Aaron,” in compliance. with that re- 
queſt, threw down his” rod before 
* Pharach, and before bis ſervants, 
& andi it became a Serpent”; ”—_ which, in 
| their. . en CN was * 


5 | et Bibi coma PER oo X £Yw- ET 75424 DIE ® 
Oopanmos Hoapoas cep, vu de S i: 
N Fain 9e {40% Tod: fen, To. & Sr £7 de G 78 

Tr re TIA&vYt5 Mapper P nedvoro, 99A. 
Macrob. Saturnal. lib. I. 0. xx. 


; p Exod. Vil. 10. 
bis emblem 


emblem or repreſcatation of the ſupreme 
God, Hereupon the magicians or prieſts 
of Echt Were called to confront him; 
who were no ſooner come, but they threw 
down:every man his rod, which became in 
like, manner ſerpents“; | emblems or ſym- 
bols of their ſupreme divinities. Thus 
far both parties -exhibited- equal Sens. of 


power. But the ſuperiority, ſoon appears: 
for © Aaron's rod. fwallowed up dl the 
© rods of the magigians.',”... An evident 


piognoſtic this, af the event of the enſuing 
conteſt ; ME Jangg AH. vanquiſhed 


br XY . a 6s Aopbnfles 0¹ axe "Oy dui ; bn oy roco. * 


rig, Teps(2xpy XV3Nev arpoechg x96 pH Nh, cob 
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Go1terTize teres, 490 1 beurer, Hawn cy 
Euang. lb. L c. Ax. ſub ſinn. 
hat the Rods of the ee dene 
Serpents, as well zs the Rod of Agron, is evident from the 
expreſs words of t e 1 As it is ſaid of the rod of 
Harem, par ee ſo it is fiid of the rods of the magi- 
cians ii . Compare Exod. vii. ver. 10 & 12. 
* Kai To fuer h rei Th d Tw few?, ve R 
ECXEV2NTEpENN, BY: AUTH; fe was; xas FEI; Juriag Xa rope 
rg terer. Nes ol, Heeg wc reg 0% g * p˙Nν 
yes Tw wv. Bufeb. ibid. Vide etiam Fuftin. Martyr. 
Apolog. 1. et _— de L. ROT e. xxi. . F. v. 
Exodus vii. 12. FOO 


©! pi 


and 
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and deſtroyed all the gods of Egypt in re- 
ality, | as he did here in ſymbols. _ | 
_,/Tx1s miracle making no impreſſion on 
the minds of Pharach and his ſubjects, 
God then proceeded to exert his power in 
fill more awakening miracles ; ſuch as not 
only proved that he was God of gods, 
« and Lord of lords; but alſo ſhewed, 

that his power and his wrath, is againſt 
all them that forſake him *.” 

Trzse miracles may, with ſome pro- 
priety, be divided into four claſſes ; as be- 
ing tranſacted in the four Elements, which 
were their four principal Deities. 

Let us conſider them in their order: : for 
there is plainly a regular order, and a juſt 
gradation, obſervable in them. 

I. Tus Egyptians, tis well known, 
beld Water in high veneration x, and more 
eſpecially che river Nie, This was the 
* Exra viii. 22. 8 | 

a 3 incobæ aquarum beneficia percipientes, aquam 8 
elunt, aquis ſupplicant, aquas ſuperſtitioſa votorum con- 
tinuatione venerantur. Jul. Firmic. de Error. prof. Relig. 

Vid. etiam PBil. Jud. de vita Mofis, lib. I. p- 677. 
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42 The Intent and Propriety of | 
fruitful ſource of their choiceſt bleſſings; 


and thence became the chief object of their 


religious worſhip. For, as their daily ſuſ- 
tenance was, in a great meaſure, owing to 
its bounty, (its water being their common 
drink, and its fiſh their common food“; ) fo 


were they careful in paying it their daily 
devotions. If then they were to be con- 
vinced that God * is wonderful in the 
« waters” ; that that river in particular 
was his; a that they ought to be 
thankful to him for it: ſurely his depriv- 
ing it of all its utility, deſtroying its fiſh 


that they might not eat them, altering 1 its 
6 water that my. could nor drink! it, , Was no 


"i * 4 2 


= Herodat. . 4. b Din 8. Bil. Hit 
lib. I. p. 322 

2 The preſent King of Fe opt might LEE E 
with che ſame; arrogance as one of his ſucceſſors afterwards 
did; — ſer Exal. xxix. 3. — that this River was ſo pecu- 
larly and emphatically his or, that it was not in the 
power of = God #9 on or n him of its 
benefits. 
b Philo, Vit. Mole, lib. I. p. 61 75 1 to rms , that ; 
the fiſh became immediately unfit for uſe ; their. nutritive 
property being, inſtantly changed into another of a moſt 
peſtiferous nature, And Jo ofe ephus ſays, that the water was 
not only of the colour of blood, but that it brought great | 
Pains and bitter torments upon thoſe who ventured to 
drink of it. Antiq- Jud. lib. II. C. XIV. dots, 

unlikely 


the, Old -Teftament Mirasles. 4g 


unlikely: means to work that effect. And 
ſince they were ſo barbarouſly ſuperſtitious 
in their devotions to this river, as to ſtain 
its. current with human facrifices*, his 
2 its water into blood“ was but 

a juſt and ſuitable dani for ſuch 
* cruelties *, 

THEN again; as the banks of the 1 river 
was the grand ſcene of their magical ope- 
 rations*, in which blood and frogs made 
the principal part of the apparatus; ſo, by 
commanding it to produce ſuch an infinite 
multitude of theſe creatures to annoy 
them , he adapted their chaſtiſement to 
the nature of their crimes. Adapted it, 
I fay, with wonderful propriety: ſince 
frogs were not only the inſtruments of 


© The Egyptians, in antient times, uſed annually, at the. 


opening the canals, to ſacrifice a girl, or, as others ſay, 4 
boy and a girl, to the Nie, as a tribute paid to that river 


for all the benefits they received from it. See the Lui - 
verſal Hiſtory, vol. I. p. 13 and 212, and the Auland 


there referred t. 
4 Exod. vii. 19, 21. *. 5 | 
© Targum Jonathan Ben- Uziel in Exod. vil. 15. 
f Maimon, Mor. Nev. p. iii. cap. xlvi. Sen. de Leg 

Heb. lib. II. c. xv. 5 1. Herat. Epod. v. £ 
8 Exod, viii. 5, 6. 
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44 The Intent and Propriety of 
their abominations, but likewiſe the em- 
blems of thoſe impure dæmons, e. 
they invoked by their incantations 
II. Tux Earth was another object of their 
worſhip, to which they addreſſed their 
ſolemn devotion, and offered the firſt 
products of the year, as the donor of 
their corn, grain, and fruit, and the au- 
thor of their ſuſtenance. To make them 
therefore ſenfible that the Earth did not 
put forth thoſe life- ſuſtaining productions 


(for which they adored it with miſtaken 


gratitude) by an independent virtue of its 


on, but only in conſequence of the di- 


vine eſtabliſhment ; ? to 1 make them ſenfi- 
ble of this, I ſay, God reverſed the nature 


* Rev. xvi. 13. 
1 Oesg In & reg avres ανν e oe, Aryurlios cidorras, 


2 Iov05 re, xai OœiHο’ ——TETE5 Jt ofuriug a erat. 


Herod, Eat. cap. xlii. 
Ieidog owpe T sx804 x) beer. Piu. FM lfd. et 


Ol. § 38. 
* Kara Toy © TE; 1g 3 S x gerrag 
rg anger, xe. Ye ,ο Te He, xa Taw Tow 


ca νν,L, rere e arora; rin TH Sey ru 


EUpNEVWY KATH r 12 EPXNs Y EUpETtws KAI, &. To A. 


Died. Sicul. Bibl. Hiſt. lib. I. p. 13. Vid. etiam 'Fuſeb. 
Præp. Ev. lib. III. cap. xi. ſub fin. et ee de Les. 


of 


"od * III. cap. ix. 
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of its productions; cauſing it © to bring 
forth lice throughout all the land. Be- 
fore, they were nouriſhed by what the earth 
produced, now, they are devoured by it. 

* AND becauſe they had gone aftray ſo 
“ very far in the ways of error, as to hold 
e cattle of the field yea, noiſome 
« beaſts, reptiles, and infects * — for 
ra © gods 7 therefore the former were killed 
by a murrainꝰ, and a mixture? of the lat- 
ter was ſent to torment them *; © that they 
might know, that wherewithal a man 
8 finneth; by the fame alſo ſhall he be 
5 « puniſhed *. gc” 

III. Tun Air was another Ff their chief 
divinities *; to whom they attributed the 
I Exode viii. 16, 17. | 

m Cicero de TOO. Deor. lib. III. La&ar. lib. V. c. xx. 
n Wiſdom xi. 15. 
© Exod. ix. 3 — 6. 
> Heb. ny. If you x chuſe rather to interpret this word 
of the Cynomya, or Dog-fiy, then the infliction is juſtly ap- 
plicable to a particular branch of their ſuperſtition, and 
that is Dog-wor/h7p : 
Oppida tota Canem venerantur. — Jon, Sat. XV. 
1 Fxod. viii. 21 — 24. 
r Wiſdom xi. 16. 
Tor Ae po p07 2yoptug an gacu Adnan, N. nv opens 


ages. x. M T. Diodbr. Sicul. Bibl. Hiſt. lib. I. p. 14. 
Vid. etiam Faſib. Prap. ae lib. III. cap. U, 


Cobrity 


1 2 
4 
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ſalubrity of their climate, and the health- 
fulneſs of their on conſtitutions; and 
whoſe benevolence. therefore they ſtudied 


to engage by the offerings of daily in- 


cenſe . To convince them of the falſity 
of this notion; to ſhew them, that God 
5 alone woundeth and healeth, kil- 
5 leth and maketh alive ;” he changed 
the qualities of the Air, and rendered it 
peſtilential, exciting inflamed tumors, and 
virulent ulcers in man and beaſt, through- 
out all the land of Egypt *. And if you 
ſuppoſe this painful infliction to affect more 


particularly the inguinal parts”, we may 


then conclude. it to be farther intended as 
a juſt puniſhment of thoſe laſcivious prac- 
tices, and abominable impurities, to which 
the nation was horribly addicted. 


* Herodet. Euterp. c. lxxvii 
* Plutorch, de Iſid. et Ofir. & 80. f 
Fand. ix. 10. Phil. Jud. de vit. Mof lib. I. p. 622. 

AF Vid. Schindler et Caſlel. in Radice dyn. | 

2 Haud dubie Fornicandi verbum, ut paſſim, ad idolola- 
triam . refertur : ita tamen, ut ſimul alludat ad Agyp- 
tiorum libidines impuriflimas— Horre/co referent In parte 
hircini cultus id fuit, quod quædam mulieres, tanquam re- 
lgione addictæ, ſacris ſcilicet hircis fœde ſe ſubmittebant. 
Boc hart. . p- J. lib, II. c. iii, Vide Herodu. in ſe- 


cundo libro paſſim. See Levit. xviii. 23, 24.— X. 15, 1 16, 
| an Parrict's Comment, on the place, 


T HEN 


2 -TePamend N, jracles. 47 


Fux again; as they aſcribed the exu- 
berance, growth, and Maturity of all ye- 
| getable productions to the influence of this 
divinity, the Air; fo the Lord Argon 
that clement to reprove their error, 48. 

cauſed it to produce ſuch dreadful ffens 
of rain; hail; thunder, and lightning, "as 

had never been known ſince the foundation 
of Egypt; whereby the greateſt part of the 
herbage and fruit Was Blaſted and de- 
N fraud i And afterwards the Eaſt Wind - 
which they likewiſe adored, conveyed A 


large 375 I n Ty devour the re- 
Avinder”.”! 1 | 


IV. Tux rae abs of their wor- 
tip were =o Ds Mod, and Stars*. . 


1918 ü 
hid wi. 2 297 nE nam al 75 r 
» Exod. ix. 22 — 25, 1 3 
| e Heb. ip = mn. 1 3 0 aa & a 
it was tie Fat or South Wind, it makes no difference with 
regard to the propriety of the — for the Egyptians 
| worſhipped all the four Winds. eib on 
4 Exod. x. 12 —75. 5 | 
e Te; © «2 xc * Aryunloy , Npumu Ta TAAgor Yerojherds , 
aa es 1g rey R xa xn 749 ohn Sv h Rb - 
| verras re K datflacarrac, rde $8%, dvo Oe ci 
Te x h rr ⁰νν Xa T3. Timm, w To feen, Oc 
r de, Tow. operas. Diodbr. Sicul. Bibl. Hiſt. Iib. I. 
p. 10. Edit. Hanov. 1604. Porphyr, apud Euſeb. Prep. 
Haug 4b. II. cap. iv. 


PIGS 7 
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Jenovan 


— 


48 The Intent and Propriety of 

Jz nova therefore, to demonſtrate his 
ſuperiority over theſe exalted parts of na- 
ture, ſuſpended their lights and emanations, 
and covered all the land. of Egypt with 
thick. darkneſs for three days 05 - 


* 


| and yl God Fate . one e more, 


as a demonſtration of his providence, For 
the death. of every firſt-born * of the Bgyp- 
tians in ſo lively a manner repreſented, and 


bore ſo natural a relation to their ſin, in 


deſtroying every male of the raelites, that 
they muſt needs perceive it was inflifted as 
a puniſhment for that very cruelty*; and 
conſequently muſt conclude, that this God 
of Iſrael took particular cognizance of hu- 
man tranſactions, and, ſooner or later, re- 
warded every man according to his works. 
SUCH were the miracles performed in 
bt; and ſuch the Purpoſes intended by 


them. And, when viewed in this light, 
how Judiciouſly do yd A to be ac- 


- 


hi * 202. * Wa 


5 Exod. xii. 29. The n _ the jirfi-born of — * 


were likewiſe deſtroyed; may n by this, viz. that 


they were ſacred to the gods. 
Vid. xviii. 5. Burner: s Demonſtration of true Re. | 
gion, vol. II. p. 189. | 


com ade, 
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commadated, in their nature, to the ap- 
prehenſions of the people, and the points 
in controuerſy? Nor is the manger in Which 
they were wrought. leſs worthy of our 
admiration; ſince it was ſo calculated, as 
to ohviate every objection which their pre- 
judices might 3 and to forward every 
good emotion Which their relletions might 
inſpire. For, in the firſt plan A I 
As the Egyptiaus, who had very high 
notions of the art of ſorcery, might ima- 
gine that Maſes performed theſe miracles 
by ſome faſcination”; therefore, the magi- 
cians were ſuffered to try the utmoſt of 
their power in the imitation of them : But 
they tried in vain. Their acknowledged 
inability, therefore, to equal and imitate 
them. proyed they were not the effects of 
magic, but the works of God k. And, 
though theſe deteſtable ſeducers had ſo far 
impoſed upon the people, as to make them 
believe that they could, by their incanta- 
tions, ſecure both their perſons and pro- 
mies from all kinds of evil; yet how 
5 Qrigen contra Celfum, lib. III. Phiſo Jud. de vit. N of. 


lib. 1 85 | 
* ef viii. 19. | 
1 Maimon, Mor. 88 III. c. xxxvii. N 
AGI 1 muſt 


— 


r 


: 
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muſt even the meaneſt capacities be now 


convinced of the falſhood and vanity of 


; ſuch deceits, when they ſaw the magicians 
themſelves equally involved in the common 


calamities ®? And this, it ſhould ſeem, 


the hiſtorian has been careful to record, leſt 


the children of 7ae! ſhould afterwards be 


| ſeduced by the like pretenfions. 


MoreovER, the Egyptians Were fore- 
warned of the day when every plague ſhould 


befall them; and permitted to aſſign their 
own time when they would have them re- 


moved : whereby they might plainty ſee, 
that God alone was the author, both of 


their ſufferings and deliverances ; and that 


no planetary aſpect (for they thought the 


ſtars governed the world *) was fo favoura- 
ble or malign, but that he could afflict, 
or es a at ! time nes r 


. o 
D - * 5 } © Ez: \ b 
Fre ; „ 4a at #.& 4.4 ; 3 | 40 + & 4 : 
4 6 
g a 8 xr” > 1 # 9 x 
s 1 1 » ak , : £34 + 


| Real 7, 8. 2 
n Exod. ix. 5. 18. — x. 4. 


E xxod. viii. 9, 10. 


Magna fuit temporibus illis in ftellis ION adeo 
ut crediderint, vitam & mortem, omne item bonum vel 
malum, ab illis, ſtellis i inquam, promanare. Maimon. Mor. 
Nev. p. III. c. xxxvii. Porphyr. e N 
lib, UI. c. iv. 


1 
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BxESID Es, theſe: miraculous judgments 
came upon them by leiſurely advances; 
and proper intervals of reſpite were allowed 
them to confider and reflect upon what 
had been done; that, ſeeing by their pu- 

< niſhment wherein they had offended, 
e they might return from their wickedneſs, 
C and believe on the Lord. 

And laſtly, to convince them that the 
God, who wrought theſe wonders among 
them, was the God of 1ſrae/, he made a 
viſible diſtinction, through the courſe of 
his procedure, between the two nations; 
and, while the land of Egypt was afflicted 
with theſe plagues, the land of Goſhen, 
where the Iſraelites dwelt, remained free 
and unmolefted*. From whence they might 
eaſily draw this farther concluſion; that 
he was as gracious to the faithful and obe- 
dient, as he was terrible to the rebellious 
and ungodly. 

Now, if theſe rational methods of con- 
viction could not prevail on the obſtinacy 
of the nen, to repent of their wick- 


Wiſdom xi "I 
7 Exod. viii. 22.— ix. 4, 26.— X. 23. —zii, 2 Phil, 


JOE IO PIE | 
1 dined, 


3 
| 
| * 
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edneſs, and to let I Iſrael go; what elſe can 


be expected, but that God, in juſtice, 
ſhould ſuffer their crime to become their 


puniſhment; and leave them * to eat the 


e bitter fruit of their own ways, and to be 


ee filled with their own devices? Ac- 


cordingly, when they purſued after the 


Tfraehtes, with infatuated reſolution, into 


the midſt of the ſea, God, who was in no 
wiſe bound to preſerve his enemies by a 
miracle,” permitted the ſea to return to its 
ftrength, and overwhelm them all. 

* Tus the Loxp got him honour up- 


© on Pharaoh, upon his chariots, and up- 


* on his horſemen — and likewiſe upon 
his gods*; whom, according to the cuſtom 
of thoſe antient times, it is probable, he 
carried in the front of his army. 
FI NZ D not obſerve, what awful impref- 
ſions this amazing ks oy fix on 
Prov. i. 31. 
Exod. xiv. 27, 28. 
u Exod. xiv. 18. 


* Numb. XXxiii. 1 
7 Familiare fuit idololatris WER LO iter præſertim | 


* 


ſuſcepturis, aut cum hoſte congreſſuris, idola parvula ſecum 


ferre ; ut itineris ſocios, pugnzq; duces atque auſpices ha- 
berent deos tutelares, iifque prfentibus cuſtum exhiberent. 


es de Leg. Heb, Ib. 1 cap. ni. J 1. 
* the 
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the minds of the ſeveral nations who heard 
the fame of it; and how forcibly it muſt 
cohvince thetn, that the God who could 


do ſuch mighty wonders, muſt be the only 
great and true Got 1 7 


erion 


92 


— 
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SECTION IV. 


Of the moral ſtate of the world from the de- 
_ parture out of Egypt, to the end of the 
Babyloniſh captivity, and the di penſe- 
tions ne thereto, 


$ 


HOUGH the children of 1ſrael 
T now believed, that their great 
Deliverer was the true God *, and 
that he alone © was worthy to be praiſed ;” 
yet, as their ſuperſtitious prejudices were 
deeply rooted, the utmoſt precaution was 


ſtill neceſſary to keep them from falling off. 
Had they been allowed to converſe fami- 


liarly with the neighbouring nations, or 


had they been conducted immediately into 


the land of Canaan, the very ſight of the 
heathen worſhip would have rekindled 
their fondneſs for it, and have led them 
away to the practice of it. 


l xiv. 31. 5 
Too 


the Old-Teftament Miracles. 8 f 


To guard them therefore from the con- 
tagion of ill examples, God wiſely carried 
them into a de ſolate ; wilderneſs; f where 8 
they faw. ſuch: continued inſtances of his 
power and goodneſs, as equally ſerved to 
ſupply their wants, and to ee ant 
confirm their faith. 
As they knew not F way 1 | 
that pathleſs deſert, and were in danger of 
being devoured by wild beafts *, his ſhechi= 
nab, or miraculous preſence, went before 
them, to. . and protect them in all 
their journies . He ſpread out a cloud 
« for a covering; and fire to give light i in 
« the night- ſeaſon When they grew 
2 and had no water to drink, “ he 
« brought ſtreams out of the rock, and 
< cauſed rivers to run in dry places. 
When they were oppreſſed with hunger, 
and had nothing to eat, he ſent them 
1 fleſn 1 in wege 1 filled them rr 


e 2, 3. | 5 5 


Deut. viii. 15. mY ; 
4 Exod, xiii. 21, 22. Deut.i. 31, 33, and Patrick's JOU”. 
mentary on the firlt of theſe tente. He | © 
e 5 

f P/al. in 6. * xvii 6. 5 4 xx. 311. 


* 


* * » f * 
- 334 SS 


1 
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tt the bread of heaven. And, that they 

might net periſh by cold and nakedneſs, | 
he preſerved their garments freſh and in- 
tire. And laſtly, to render them equal 
to the difficulties of their marches, he kept 
their feet from ſwelling, . neither" were Cone 
SL ² . comag2 


'© Pal. cv. 40. Exod! xvi. > LL 15. * Numb: XI, 74 3 
Though the primary intention of this miracle of the 
Manna Was tq ſupply the want of proviſion, which the J/- 
raelites then laboured under; yet was there another pur- 
poſe, Which it was plainly deſigned,” and excellently 
adapted, to anſwer, Th e people were at this time com- 
manded to keep holy the \ bbath- day; and to reſt there 
upon from all their works. This command, from the ſe- 
verity of the penalties annexed to the breach of it, pears 

to have been of great importance: and yet they were, it 

ſeems, but ill diſpoſed to obſerve it. It was neceſlary, | 
therefore, they ſhould be thoroughly convinced, that it 
really was a divine command. To work this conviction 
chen, God ſent them on the ſixth day a double portion, 
but on the ſabbath there was none to be found. And tho, 
on the other days, what remained until the morning be- 
came corrupt, and bred worms; yet the Mauna, preſerved 
for the aſe of the ſabbath, kept ſweet and good through 
the courſe of that day. Now, what could be a plainer 
proof, that this ſabbatical rſt was of divine injunction, 
than the periodical ceſſation of a miracle on that very day ? 
And what ſtronger inducement could they have to the pune- 
tual obſervance of it, or what clearer evidence of the ne- 
ceſſity of ſo doing, than to obſerve in 'God en * ex- 
ample of obedience to this great command? 4 Þ 
. ²˙ viii, 4. 


A | THe 
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Tux E paternal care, diſplayed" in theſe. 
miracles, muſt, one would imagine, ef- 
fectually engage their gratitude to God, 
who had done ſuch great things for 
te them; and invariably fix them in a 
dutiful obedience to all his laws: laws, 
that were, moſt of them, attended at their 
delivery with glorious and majeſtic won- 
ders, equally calculated to prove their di- 
vinity, a to ſecure them reſpect and at- 
tention . But alas! their propenſity to 
idolatry was ſo very ſtrong, that no mira- 
cles could ſet them right. And therefore 
the Deity detained them in the wilderneſs, 
till the old generation was quite extin&?, 
and a new generation had ſprung up, that 
knew no other God but him, whoſe won-. 
ders they daily ſaw, and were indebted to 
for their continual ſupport; and, conſe- 
quently, a generation that was not ſo li- 
able to be ſeduced into the ſuperſtitious 
errors and cuſtoms of the nations. NSD 
Wurm God had thus raiſed up proper 
HS for the land of promiſe, his 
miraculous providence conducted them to 


1 Numb. xxvi. 64, 65. „ AIRS oY ; ö 
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it, and gave them poſſeſſion of it. Here 
again, the meaſures, by which the con- 
queſt of this country was atchieved, were 


planned by divine Wiſdom in an excellent 


manner towards promoting his grand de- 
ſign; I mean, the eſtabliſhment of true 
religion, and the extirpation of idolatry : 
inaſmuch as they tended to fill the nations 
with aſtoniſhment *, to imprint on their 
minds high conceptions. of the majeſty 
and greatneſs of Jenov AH”, and to 
make them. ſenſible of the fin and folly 
of truſting in any other God but him. 
This is viſible in every atchievment; but 
more eſpecially, in the circumſtances of 
that memorable victory obtained by Jo- 
ſhua over the five confederate kings . 
ALL nations had at this time their ſe- 


veral tutelary deities, to whoſe protection | 
| they committed themſelves and their coun- 


try”, and to whoſe power they imputed 
their ſucceſſes in war. Now, the three 
principal deities, whom the inhabitants 


= Joſs. v. 1. 

n Jaſb. ix. 9. 

* Fob. x. 1— 14. | 
P 2 Kings xvii. 26, == xviii. 33, = XiX. 12. 
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of Canaan adored, were the Sun, Moon, 
and Heavens, or Air a. To convince them 
therefore, that the gods, in whom they 
truſted, were ſubject to the God of 1/rael,; 
and to puniſh them, at the ſame time, for 
the falſe worſhip they paid them; the 
*© Lord ſhowered down great hailſtones * 
ce from the heavens, or air, which flew 
a «vaſt numbers of tHe 0 amy; 


2; 4. They a the Pugi under the name of Baal, 
Balena, and Moloch. Seld. de Diis Syr. ſyntagm. I. 
c. vi. & ſyntag. II. c. i. | Aud the Moon under the name 

of Afbroreth. Idem, ſynt. II. c. iii. They worſhipped like- 
wiſe the whole frame of Hauen, and all its hoſt; as appears 
from Jer. vii 18. — xliv. 17. marg. and Deut. iv. 15, 19, 
For, as the latter is a caution to the Maelites againſt their 
falling into the practices of the Canaanites; ſo the former 


is deſcription of che WER tiny: 3 learnt of 


5 by « 5. Xx. 11. Whether this was 2 Cm of large hail. 
ones, or of real Nones falling as 7hick as hail, is a matter 


of ſome diſpute. Thie original text is capable of either 
ſenſe. But, in which ſenſe ſoever you take it, the miracle 


is equally great, and its application equally pertinent. 

II, in another battle, the Stars in their courſes fought 
againſt Szſera, Fud. v. 20. — and the Heavens by a Ille 
Herm contributed to overthrow his army, Joſeph. Ant. Jud. 
lib. V. c. v. $ 4.—then both the Cauaanites and the chil- 
dren of Ifrael had a ſecond proof, that God acteth ac- 
* cording to his will among the hoſts of heaven, as well 
4 as among the inhabitants of the earth. uy 
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« and then ſtopped the two great Lumi- 
e naries in their courſe *,” which gave the 
Iuelites time and opportunity to com- 
plete their victory over the remainder, 
And God, it ſhould ſeem, inſpired the 
Hebrew General to call for this miracle 
, in the fight of 1/ae!,” to deter them 
from falling into the like idolatry 3 from 
« kiffing their hands,” according to the 
old ſuperſtitious form, «© when they be- 
* held the ſun as it ſhined, or the moon 
« walking in its brightneſs ©» 
I may be thought perhaps, that che 
whole motive, which induced Joſhua" to 
put up! His prayer, for the prolongation. of 
the- day, Was only his zeal and eagerneſs 
for gaining an intire conqueſt over his 
enemies. This indeed may be allowed to 
be one motive; but, I ſhould judge from 
the circumſtances of the narration, neither 
che only one, nor the chief. The mere 
finiſhing ſuch a conqueſt _ ſeems. to be 
ſcarce a ſufficient ground for ſo extraordi- 
nary a petition. But admit it was; l 


LES EE) 


* Feb. x. 12. = 
* Job xxx. 26, &g, 5 
how 
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how came he to make it at ſuch à time? 


For, when this requeſt, was niade, the 
greateſt part of the enemy was deſtroyed, 


and the reſt put to the rout: the day 
was but half ſpent, aud the ſun in the 
meridian: . What is there now in the 
nature of theſe circumſtances, that culd 
prompt him to call for ſuch a miracle? 

He had time ſufficient before him, in all 
probability, to accompliſſi his deſites : or; 
if he found the victory unexpectedly re- 
tarded, wald it not have bern ſoon 
enough to petition for a longer day; when 
he ſaw the ſun in its en rr 

8 ſetting dr oi icin ai t 
TRAESQE eee ee 
me to conclude, that this wiſh or prayer 
of Joſhua was rather the effect of di- 
vine inſpiration, than the reſult of his 
oven reflections; and that the chief pur - 
port of this miracle, exhibited in anſwer 
to it, was to convince both armies, and 
all who obſerved it, that “ the gods of 


« For the original words are — © So the Sun ſtood fill 


* EYRUN YN in the midſt of heaven, or in the mid- 
* heaven; and haſted not Nya to 8. dn or. decline 


4 about a whole ax. 6 . 8. FR | 
the 
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«©, the heathens were but idols; and that it 
ge as the Lord, who made and who go- 
rerned/ the heavens*.”” Others perhaps , 
by - be otherwiſe minded. Let ang 
one judge as he finds reaſon. 
WA x influence theſe wonderful ma- 
nifeſtations had upon the Canaanites, we 
know not. They wrought, however, moſt 
powerfully on the ¶Mruelites; and, as ap- 
pears from their conduct on the ſuppoſed 
defection of ſome of their brethren 7 changed 
their propenſity to idolatry iffto an utter 
dread and deteſtation of it. Happy would 
it have been, had they always continued 
in this diſpoſition, which the law and 
1 its promiſes had a peculiar tendency to 
cultivate and maintain. But their zeal 
gradually abated, and expired at laſt in a 
ſhameful, univerſal apoſtaſy*. They ſpared 
the nations, whom: they were command» 
ed to deſtroy; and, - mingling among 
e them, ſerved their idols, and een 
«their works 2 | Ade 8 


7 See Jab. xxii. 131 7 ail 


3 el cvi. 34 35 3. Iii, — as" | 
TiEREws 
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- Hereveon, © the anger of the Log 
« was kindled againſt his people, inſo- 
* much that he abhorred his own inhe- 
c ritance, He gave them over into the 

© hands of the heathen, who grievouſly 
ce oppreſſed them, and had them in ſub- 
<. jection *.”” Nevertheleſs, when they re- 
turned unto him, he regarded their 
* affliction,” and raiſed up judges to be 
their deliverers . But they were no ſooner 
reſcued, than they lapſed again, and 
again experienced the ſame calamities*. So 
that this period, and indeed the whole 
time to the Babyloni/h captivity, was an al- 
ternate ſucceſſion of ſinning and repentance 
on the part of the people, and of favour 
and ſeverity on the part of God. But 
_ theſe © differences of adminiſtration” want 
no explication. The intention of Provi- 
dence appears plain in every ſtep; and the 
propriety of his meaſures may be diſcerned 
by every eye. For the wonderful preſer- 


* 


vation of the Mraelites, when obedient, and 


their no leſs wonderful punifhments, when 


b P/al. cvi. 39—41. Judg. ii. 14, 15. | 
© Jucg. iii. 9, 15. — iv. per tot, — viü. 28. — Xi. 33. 


© Fade. li. 18, 19. 2 
| diſobedient, 
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diſobedient, were evident proofs, both to 
themſelves and the nations around them, 
that their God was the only Lord and 
Governor of the world. 

Bu r, as the falſe prophets with con- 


© tinued endeavours laboured to pervert them 


from this belief; ſo the prophets of God, 
on every revolt, were equally induſtrious 
to reduce them to it. With this view 
were many miracles performed. But there 
is one more eminently remarkable than 
all the reſt, which deſerves our particular 
conſideration: and that is the miracle of 
Eli Yah, 1 in his conteſt with the prieſts of 
Baal. 

TRE children of hed in aha reign of - 
Aba, partly ſeduced by the perſuaſion 
of their Prieſts, and partly compelled by 
the rigour of their King, forſook the 
commandments and religion of God, and 
devoted themſelves to the worſhip of 
Baal; or, to put it moſt favourably, di- 
vided their-ſervice and obedience between 
them. Now, Baal, which ſignifies Lord, 
and is a name common to all the gods, 


is to be underftood here in a more eſpecial 
manner 
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manner of the Sun:: to whom altars were 
raiſed, and chariots and horſes dedicated“; 
and whom ; the people, it ſeems, now 
looked upon, if not (like the Phenicians) 
. 8 the ſole Jord: and ſovereign , of heaven, 
yet at leaſt as co- partner with Js H VAR 
in the government n 


Deinde, ut fit corruptis 8 * ; 
proms, Solem forte primo, quem poagoy gfare. EY id eſt, 
folum in cœlis dum, putabant Phœnicũ, ſub hoc nomine 
(Baal) venerabantur. De Phanicio Bel capienda ſunt 
quæ habes 1 Reg. cap. xvi. 2 Reg: cap x. ubi rex Acha - 
bus in ſoceri gratiam, Ithobalis inquam, / Sidogjorum regis, 
fanum in Samaria Baali ſaeraſſe enen bel % D. 
Syr. ſyntag. II. c. i. 

Some, I foreſee, will object, and ſome, I W 
jected to this interpretation, that there are ger. ain propęr- 
ties, ſu uch 2s ſeeping, &c. attributed to this deity, which 
can by no means be applied to the Sue. But the Stars, it 
ould be remembered, were thought to be aha Vide 
| Maimen de Fundamen:. Legis, 0. iii. 11. And why, 
might not the Moelites entertain the like notions of heir 
God, the Sun, that the 'Phrygians and Paphlagonians did of 
theits, the fame Sun; whom they imagined to lie Peeping, 

and to be kept in hold, all the winter, and to azuade, 
only, and to be ſet at liberty, ir iy the f ſummer? yo of 

rarch de Ifid. et Obir. $'69. n 

-f Theſe/altars, chariots, ant teaſes n ene _—_ | 

atEd.by the 4ings of Juda, 2 Kings xxiii., 11548: But, 

make no doubt, that Abab, in imitatioh of the Sidanians, 
had done the ſame before them, tho it be not particu- 
larly mentioned of him — nor is it indeed mentioned of 


dam in the account of ** reſpective lives. PE 
| | | * 
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"In this Atation of things, El jab, 4 
4 „ jealous for the Lord God of hoſts,” 
defired Abab to' convene If-ael and all the 
Priefts at mount Carmel: which being ac- 
| cordingly done, he came unto the people, 
and ſaid = How long will ye halt be- 
* tween two opinions? If Jenovan be 

God, follow him: but if Baal, then 
« follow him. But, that ye may per- 
© ceive which of them is really God, 
* we'll put them both to the trial. Vou, 
that are his prophets, maintain, that 
Baal the Sun—is the true Ged. The 
eſſence of the Sun is fire: and ſurely, 

if he can diſplay himſelf'in any thing, 
< it muſt. be in that. Be that then the 
© teſt.” “ The God that mo mw 
7 fire, let him be A 

Tu Is was a rational method of deter- 
mination adequate and ſuitable to the 
Point in controverſy; and therefore what 
the people could not but approve. The 
propoſal being thus aſſented to, the prieſts 
of Baal e their ſacrifice; 3 2 and 


* 
£2 
C2 1 | 3 | 
ps xviii. 2 1. | 5 
o 4 2 - 
- , & „ 4 * : q * 6 Fas * * 
$ . 42 "I i 0.1 Fes 2 * 1 . 
4 1 16 | < * - 
* + 5 . I. - * * "2 w x * LE „ þ I 4 
7 ; Ca 
. 4 . 
i 
* 


# o 
3 ' — ' Waits 


he Old-Tepament 1 {LIT EP 
e called on the name of their God from 
40 morning even until noon,— nay, un- 
til the evening: but 1 there Was no VOICE, 
e nor any that anſwered, nor any that 
i regarded. Arts alin: 5 
0 Tux Elijah, having. diſpoled. HE 
ordered his ſacrifice, as to prevent all ſuſpi- 
cion of deceit. came up to the altar, and 
_ unto the Lee Fel he would 21. 


42 


| „ prin, and ſtones, TOE dried. up 

Ahe water in the trench, .. << When the 

<<. people ſaw it, they fell, on heir. faces, 

and cried out — Jr HO VAR, he is the 

God! — Jznoy AH, he js the God 

And ſo fully were they convinced of this 
truth, that they inſtantly . ſeized on the 

= 'prophets of Baal, and, at the command 

of Elijah, put, them all to death. In a 

hort time after, all his worſhippers Wit 

With the ſame fate; and Baal ier 


deſtroyed out of 28985 WY 
9 e Jed wx nit. AOL 21.8 DT 
ntiq. Ju c. ft! 
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As their ftequent deſections expoſed the 
eus to frequent calamities; and more eſ- 
Pecially to tie incurſions, ſuty, and op- 
'preffion of their enemies; ſo they were 
very apt to aſcribe thoſe calamities, not- 
withſtanding the contrary declarations of 
-their prophets =, to the ſuperior power of 
che national divifiities; and; in'conſequence 
of that imagination, to forſake their on 
God in ſuch diſtreſſes, and to adopt the dei- 
ties of their conquerors. Something there- 


fore ſeems to be neceſſury to correct this 


dangerous notion, and to aſſure them, chat 


: Js was always able, and always ready, to 


& and deliver them, if < their ſins 
did not withkoId ſuch mercy from them.” 
Now God, we find, was not - wanting in 
"this reſpect: for there are ſeveral miracles, 
Which Tod admirably adjuſted to this 
Purpoſe, and' were elch wrought with 
this intent. Let it ſuffice to mention that 
ont, exerted in defence of Jeruſalem, when 
k was beſieged by Senhacherh, king 8 of 4 


ria. 
Tu 18s Prince, fluſhed with his victories, 


and breathing denruction againſt the king- | 


la- „„ 
| dom 
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Aqm of Judab, which had then withdrawn 
its allegiance from him, ſent an oppro- 
brious meſſage to Heaeiial and his ſubjects, 
charged with the moft bitter invectives, not 
only againſt the king, but even againſt 
God. Read his on wards. © Thus 
Len ſaith the grent King, the king of Afyria: 
What confidence is this wherein ye 
me, The LozD will deliver us; hath 


* at all his land out of the hand of the 
e kiag of Aria? Who are they among 
all the gods of the countries, that have 
delivered their country out of mine hand, 
that the LoD ſhonld deliver ets 3 
out of mine hand) 

HERR, you ſee, he bricks owe: the ö 
great Go of rae! to the contemptible | 
level of the gods of the nations; puts him 
to open defiance ; and charges him with 
_ Unpotence-to his face. This then was the 
time for the Lon p to vindicate his ho- 
aour; to aſſert his ſupremacy and power; 
Peru a 8 ſenfible, that he 


| 2 hen na, i 


Was 
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nd id; Phe Lord 1s God 


God af che 
s great multitude into thine hand; and ye ſhall know that 


s in might; n big to 


En help and (to caſtidown; to ſave and: to 
_ ©, $deftroy.”:: Accordingly, this blaſphe- 
Err had ſcarce advanced to the 


holy city, but his forces were inſtantly 


| e For it came to paſs that night, 
et that the angel of the Lord went out, 
e and ſmote in his camp an runde 
0 «| four ſcore and ſive thouſand men v. 

This tremendous act forced him to retreat 


with ſhame and confuſion; and made it 


 - wiſidle to all thb nations 5, eſpecially to the 
Deu, that JE HOVAAU was a God: mighty 
ain ſtrength, and excellent in power; 


that he was truly, what he ſtyled himſelf, 


4 the DBox of hoſts; and that there 


© was no other _ _ conld deliver 


2 after this ſort”. "Sri Uo HAY 4 1 
lets tn 51 0. WN 6 Tus 
By 1425 . 35 


0. e el 
Chron. Xæxii. 23. wal Ani, 12 lik. X Ee 
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>The: miraculous — the army of Bag. l- 
e e e eee 


ſame _ us ſaith the 577 — Becauſe the Syrians 
tie Bu, but he ib wit 


vs ; therefore Wil I deliver alli this 


<« Tam the Lord.” 1 Kings x% x. 287 1 Accordingly, great 
vumbers of them fell by the ſword in the plain of *. 
and 
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Tuvs it appears with what propriety of 

wiſdom this miraculous interpoſition was 
exerted and applied, not only to the relief 

of the people's diſtreſſes, but _ to "_ a 

correction of theit:erfors:©3 2 7 toons 
Bor thefe were not the only erbte in- 
eident to this people, that required the cor- 
recting hand of Providence, or indeed em- 
ployed it. The Jet, like other nations, 
under the infatuation of idolatry, © deemed 
„ the Heavens, Stars, and Elements, to be 
e the only gods that governed the world.. 
And as they believed that the fertility of | 
the earth, the ſalubrity of the ſeaſons, and 
the proſperity of all human affairs, de- 
pended on the favour of theſe deities; ſo, 
in hopes of partaking of thoſe bleſſings, 
they zealouſſy engaged in their worſhip 
and ſervice. To convince them there- 
fore of the falſity, and to recover them 
from the influence of this perſuaſion, God 
diſpoſed the whole proceſs of his admini- 


and the reſt, who eſcaped into the city,” were eruſfled to 
death in ſo extraordinary a manner by the tumbling of the 
walls, as as clearly ſhewed, that God bimſelf v, was immedi 
ately concerned in their deſtruktion. 1 5 
MViſdum wii, ; "ng pn llt RY 
t Fer: xliv.” 17. 19. ie en e 


ſtration 


Aration 8 it: inflict- 
ing calamities, where their principles led 
5 1 ————— 
fings, where they dreaded calamities. This is 
the reaſon, that their defections were attend 
ed with ſuch wonderful ſcencs of adverſity *. 
This is the reaſon, that we never read of 
their following idols, but we likewiſe read 
of the heaven's becoming dry, the earth 
_ unfruitful, the ſeaſons nb or the ; 
ade unſaccefiful*, 5 
Tux is'a remarkable. ne in 1. 
Soho chapter of the prophecy of Hoſes, 
which may ſerve to illuſtrate and confirm 
this point. There God charges the //rae- 
— big W en ANITA as . 


dip 10 — 
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8 'n 66 8 ye * 8 . &c. 8 this 
« evil has happened unto o you.” - Je. xy. Ms See alſo 
-® hivenies: ane quod ex cultu Stellarum ſe- 
| Quatur cobibitio pluyiz, vaſtatio terræ, corruptio tempo- 
1 zgritudo corporum, decurtatio dierum ch. e. viν7; 
e Et contra, quod ex intermillione illivs, et converſione ad 
cultum Dei, ſequatur deſcenſio pluviæ, fœcunditas terræ, 
bona tempora, ſanitas corporis, et longa vita, contra quam 
hominibus concionati ſunt cultores idolorum, ut ad colenda 
| ea jpſos promoverent. Fundamentum enim Legis eſt, opi- 
nionem illam ex animis hominum tollere,  memoriamgz 
ow a 8 8 85 Maimon. Mor. Nov, P. III. c. XXX. 


idolatry 
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idolatry. in general, ſo more particularly 
with that provoking inſtance of it, the at- 
tributing their proſperity to the beneficence 
of their idols. Their mother hath played 
e the harlot: ſhe that conceived them 
< hath done ſhamefully: for ſnie ſaid; I 
«will go after my lovers, that give me my 
e bread and my water, my wol and my 
© flax; mine oil and my drink. For the 
e did. not conſider, that I gave her corn, 
e and ſwine, and oil, and multiplied her 
<< ſilver and neee prepared for 
Vi Baal 39612 « 4 HAES „n zHi*Iods! AGEL 
HAVING ande be * nature of 
their ſin, and laid open the ſoùrce from 
whence it ſprung; ee eee eee 
them to 4 ſtate of adverſity, ads the moſt 
likely means to convince: them of their 
ertors, to bring them to a dus ſenſe; of 
things, and reclaim them to the ptactice 
of their; duty. Therefore will I return, 
« ahditake away my corn in the time 
«thereof, and my wine in the ſeaſon 
< | thereof, and. will. recal | my wool and 
my . which 1 gave to cover her 


I 20 5 * 5 
* 
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| | F Ver. 5,8 » aw” 
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_ fame abominations. This then ſhews the 
neceſſity and juſtiſies the ſeverity of ſtill 
harſher dealings. And therefore, when 


ings of lk 
cured then at once of their idolatry and 


cc Pers And 8 ue 8 ail 


e go and return, to my — — RS: 
: « then it was better with me than now. 


ats indeed a 


Sc cl 


eyes, and convinced them, at che tima, of 
the ſolly of their doings- But their 
_ 55, hearts were not yet whole with God; 
4 neither continued: they ſtedfaſt in his 


te covehant. For, as ſpon as the ſmart 


of: theſe Nighter Corrections, Was over, they 


antly fell back into their old ſuperſti- 
b nh provoked. him again with the 


withdrew his protection from them, and 


delivered them to a long and grie vous cap- 


tivity; which at laſt completed the work 
preceding adminiſtrations; and 


unbelief. Whether the hardthips of their 


= flavery under the 'Babyhnians, the mon- 
cas] variety of ſuperſtitions they beheld 
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among them, o or the continued exborta- 
tions of their prophets, contributed moſt 
to this extraordinaty change, is quite un- 
certain. But this, however, i is very plain; 
that, one way or ther, they \ were perfectly 
reformed before theit return; and have 
maintained, ever ünce, an inviolable at- 
tachment to the true God. 5 | 
Now, though the Deity, "throughout | 
his diſpenſations, ſeems, moſt attentive to 
the converſion of the Jews; yet it is ma- 
nifeſt, from the tenor of his proceedings, 
that he was not regardleſs of other nations. 
Several inſtances have already occurred of 
his general concern for all mankind; and 
ſeveral more might be produced of his 
particular regard to the gentiles. What 
are all the exhortations and "warnings de- 
livered by the Prophets to the ſurrounding 
nations, but ſo many inſtances of this'truth ? 
But why do I mention theſe? Fer What 
was there done, of any moment, towards 
the conviction of the Jews, that did not 
extend, and proportionably contribute to 


the reformation of the Gentiles? ? The mi- 


mn wrought in Egypt were ſuch as the 
M 2 whale 


e Dan. 111. 29. 


7 6 The. Intent and — of 
whole world had a concern in, and ſuch. as 
the whole world either beheld or heard 


of. The wonders afterwards performed i in 
Canaan -< declared the glory gf God to 


e the heathen, and 3 his power 


« to numerous people,” He diſcovered 
himſelf to the Syrians both by goodneſs 
and ſeverity ©; and the Aran likewiſe 
were eye-witneſſes of his majeſty *. Then, 
the miracles displayed in Babylon made 
him Known, not only throughout the 


province, but even through the whole ex- 


tent of that mighty empire. In ſhort, his 
name © went forth into all the earth, and 

e his words unto the ends of the wor ww 
And this was followed with ſo great ſuc- 
ceſs, that we read of devout men, that 
is, worſhippers of the God of 17 acl, met to- 
gether at Jeruſalem, *© out . N nation 


R 8 under heaven s.“ 


Tris was the great _ gracious 420 
which the FO a? to * aun 


* 2 Ev. 110. | | 

'© 1 Kings xx. 28, 29. . 51 70 7417 
+ 2 Kings xix. 35. „„ „ FE 
vi. 257. „ pe 

i. P/al. xix. 2 | Rom! ** IG” 
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\. a 5 8 | 5 


in view in his ſeveral tranſactions with 


HIS 


te to the elements of the world,“ and had 
brought them; to the gbedienge and ac- 
knowledgement of himſelf, he withheld 

- His hand for a, time, and cloſed up this 
ſtupendous diſpenſation. 


| thus tedeemed them from their bondage: 
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EE TAE os nw ſeen 65 EP edefign 
| * WE miracles were originally intro- 
N duced, and in what manner they 
were all along applied. If we conſider of 
what infinite importance that deſign was 
to the happineſs of mankind, we ſhall ſoon 
perceive, that it was in no wiſe unworthy 
of God to interpoſe, by ſuch extraordinary 
acts, for the accompliſhment of it. And, 
if we conſider farther the propriety of the 
acts themſelves, and their united tendency 
to that effect, we ſhall find reaſon to con- 
clude, that they could be the product of 
no othet agency than his, who is alone 
excellent in counſel, as well as mighty 
in work.” For this ſyſtem of miracles, _ 
conſtantly varying with every variation of 
gumſtances, and yet regularly operating 
_ {© one great and beneficent end, exhibits 
| | 38 


as ie 4 ah of "oP agency on 
the Deity, as the ſyſtern, of nature dogg. | 
. « moſt, of theſe amazing works 
were 00 Dear, akin, to the works: of tho 
* creation, chat, by a juſt compariſon, 
« they might be known to come from the 
ſame Hand For wbo, but the Author 
of nature, could order, | vary, and 5 
troul : courſe of nature in, 15 cruger 
nary id furprizing a manger ? 42 
Ir the Dat ron 1 ha ad 8 8 
- arld to have. been at, k eres 7 to 
| be till e Po 
his princi les, he mul ſt admit likewiſe, that 
e Jewiſb dilpenlation. was. Ya 
ned, and ; a 4 1 1 2. 14% __ 5 
fa 2 
kame wiſe and, ,powerfol wy ot, 
vpon What grounds, let me alk 19 
does he belieyg the world to be the werk 
bo anſhip of 10 Is, it becauſe, he gbſeryss | 
uch tracrs of wiſdom. in the diſpaſition of 
its Parts, ſuch inſtanges,, of. power in the 
80 of 92 e a8 whe ae 
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if the Works" of nature are acknowledged 
90 be ſufficlent 5 prove chat God is the 
Author of natore <ftrely the mracles of tk 
: 17 religion)” Which are works of the 
Artie Kind, afldt effects of eil power, "muſt 
b now iedged as ſufficient'to' prove God 
the author of that religion.” This conclu- 
on he cannot, 1 Kink, evade; "unleſs he 
Thould afſure the boldneſs 7 to ke ject all the 
| Sit as „Alle and eftious But the 
elfity_ of 1 them for the 7 nr nagS 
| oF d delig ned; the probability th 
i Uefive Ive fro Im. TEK ER under WI 
Me "are. recorded, and the f general al 
mony that bons tbröugh Wein, dear _ 
form all "(ufpicion of that kind; and, a 
| che ſame t ne, 'Infepatibly conhedt tem 
with the natural ? ſtate of the world. | 
a AN 5 herein che "miracles of che 00 
| Teſtament are Gnftitutionally diſtinguiſhed 


koa t 1 iiragles recorded by heathen au- 


r 


Aang. ichhetent with Meets ad 
Ulbonhected With: tlie Teſt of the facts; 10 
they Thay” be afely rejected, without any 
. phe de Ra of the hiſtory 
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the Old-Teftament Miracles, 81 
in which they are contained. But the 
cc ſcripture, miracles make an eſſential 
part of the ſeveral events related: they 
ce are ſtrongly connected with this great 
« hiſtory of providence ; and are indeed 
© the very means by which Providence 
ce completed its gracious purpoſe, No one 
© can therefore reject theſe miraculous ac- 
« counts, without rejecting all the natural 
e events with which they are thus 
ce intimately interwoven : and this he can- 
* not do, without deſtroying every re- 
<« ceived principle of aſſent, and ſhaking 
<« the faith of all antient hiſtory,” 


i Brown's Eſſays on the Characteriſtics, Eſſay III. 
Sect. iv. p. 292. 5 


The End of the FIRSTH PART. 


N PART 


PART the SECOND. 


'T H E 
1 N T E. N T 
AND 
P R 0 PRI E T * 
OF THE 
New T eftament M; racles 
Be ' Conſidered and Explained. 


TnzEx came the Jews round about him, and 
ſaid unto him, How long doſt thou hold 
us in ſuſpenſe? If thou be the Chriſt, 


tell us plainly. 


J ESUS anſwered them, I told you, and ye 

believed not: The works that I do in my 
Father's name, they bear witneſs of me. 

Joun x. 24, 25. 
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PROPRIETY 


OF THE. 


NewsTe amen Miractes, &c. 
eeeeeeneceasg aaa cacc ease ccoe 
SECTIO N I. 


| of the moral flate of the world at the time 
of oar Saviour's appearance. And of the 
| "_ of 4 new Revelation. 


RIO E have already ſeen the nature, 
intent, and propriety of that 
Ye extenſive chain of miracles, 
EPSPs which runs through the Old 
ee. If we purſue the progreſs of 


the divine adminiſtration, we ſhall diſ- 
cover 


5 
1 
J 
j 
| 
j 
| 


86 2 be Intent and Propriety of 


F 


| 5 cover in the New Teſtament another chain 


of miracles, very different indeed from 


the former in their genius and com- 
plexion, but equally ſuited to accom- 


pliſh the deſign they were intended to 
ſerve. For thoſe were not more properly 
adapted to prove, that JEHovan is the 


one true God, the Creator and Gover- 


nor of the world; than theſe are to prove, 
that Jesus CuRIST is. the promiſed 


 MEsSIAn, a Redeemer and Saviour 


of 'mankind.—— But not to advance too 
abruptly : let us ſtill keep in view the 


Nate of the world, and conſider things 


in their regular order. 3 

T Hou the preceding diſpenſation, 
as it reclaimed them from idolatry, and 
brought them to the acknowledgment 
of the true God, did, in a great meaſure, 
leflen the miſery of mankind; yet was 
it defective in ſeveral particulars neceſſary 
to perfect and complete their happineſs. 
For, as ſoon as they became acquainted 


with God", , Wig bevarre likewiſe RE | 


: 2 Though the neceſſity ofa a new e is here chiefly 


_ deduced from the condition and circumſtances of the Gen- 


tiles; 


the New -Teftament Miracle. 87 
of their offences againſt him ; and, conſe- 
quently, ſenſible of their abſolute need of 
his pardon and forgiveneſs. But the aſſu- 
rance of his pardon they could no other- 
wiſe obtain than by an expreſs declaration 
from himſelf: and, as ſuch a declaration 
had not been made to the whole world 
before, it was therefore the firſt thing 
which the circumſtances of their condition 
now required. 

BuT ſuppoſe this neceflity ſupplied; 
ſuppoſe that God, overlooking thoſe times 
of ignorance, had declared his forgive- 
neſs of their paſt ſins; yet, what would 
that avail, unleſs they underſtood how 
to ſerve him acceptably for the future? 
And how was it poſſible for them to un- 
derſtand this, unleſs he gave them ſuch 
a perfect and complete rule of life, as 
would infallibly dire& them to. all thoſe 
duties which he required of them? Such 
a rule then was the next thing they ſtood 
in need of, as a neceſſary guide in the 
ways of godlineſs. 


tiles; FRO if we reflect a little on the corrupt ſtate of reli- 
gion among the Jews at this time, we ſhall ſoon be con- 
vinced, that zhey ſtood in almoſt equal need of the ſame in- 
| KruQtion, with reſpect to the following articles. 
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Bu T_ admit that ſuch a rule was ac- 
cordingly delivered to them; yet the ex- 
perienced weakneſs of their nature would 
ſoon convince them of their - inability to 
follow it. And then, what fignified the 
rule, unleſs they were alſo ſupplied with 
an addition of ſtrength, ſufficient to ena- 
ble them to obey its directions? This 


therefore was another thing indiſpenſibly 


requiſite towards the attainment of fe- 
„ - 

Bu T ſuppoſe likewiſe, that they were 
accordingly endowed with this neceſſary 
addition of ſtrength; yet, as the allure- 
ments of ſenſe continually led them to miſ- 
apply their abilities, and the ſanctions of 
nature were too light to counter- balance 
the influence of thoſe allurements; ſo 
they had great need of ſome weightier 
motives to determine and bind them inva- 
riably to their duty—motives ſufficient, as 


well to deter them from the purſuit of vice 


under its moſt engaging appearances, as to 
animate and excite them to the practice of 
virtue under the moſt preſſing diſcourage- 
ments. But ſuch motives could only be 
derived from the clear proſpe& of another 


life, in which they were to partake of 
1 


ihe New 275 22 Moraes 89 
e eee was vid 4ST os 
happineſs or miſery to all eternity, accord- 


ing as they diſchärged or neglected heir 
dury.\Thar proſpect therefore the ſecurity 
bf their welfäre "required to be” cleared 
and fald opett © ma 
Br ſtil, as the bulk of thankind'had 
no conception of. being happy "or miſe- 
rable heréaftet, but in the "ame bodies 
they Hels here; Which yet they "obſerved 
to Wa eſtroyed. by death; 80 0 i ſeems fo 
be moreover "neceſſary; to give t thoſe mo- 
| tives their full weight, that proper aſſu- 
rance ſhould be conveyed to the world of 
a | general reſurretion | to come; When 
every foul. was to be clothed again with | 
. in that body, whether "they were ; good 
or evil. Y a. 


"Sven then, and fo many things were 
v In terram enim cadentibus corporibus,  hiſque humo 
tectis, e quo dictum eſt humari, ſub terra cenſebant reli- 
quam vitam agi mortuorum. —Tantumque valuit error, ut, 
"corpora eremata cum ſcirent, tamen ea fierl apud inferos 
-fiigerent, quæ fine corporibus nec fieri poſſetit, / nec in- 
telligi. Animos enim per ſeipſos viventes non poterant men | 
te complecti: formam aliquam figuramque' querebant. 
Cicero Tuſculan, Quzſt.” lib. I. 5 16. n 


O neceſſary 
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Atte 


neceſſary. to the happineſs of es 
which the Jewiſb religion left unſupplied. 
Bur however, though that religion 
is took in the world in general, nor 
.could .make even thoſe, ce that did the 
* ſervice, perfect; yet it ſupported the 
faithful with repeated. promiſes all along, 
that theſe defects would be amply. made 
up by the coming of that Prophet, whon L 
God. had determined to ſend forth, in the 
[ fulneſs of time, to be the Saviour, of the 
| world. Now, this being! the caſe, if any 
{ Perſon ſhould ever make his appearance 
| under the character of that Prophet, as 
1 the end of-his miſſion neceſſarily requi- 
red that he ſhould fulfil the divine 
promiſes in this reſpect, ſo the truth of 
it muſt of courſe depend upon the cer- 
tainty of his ſo doing. And therefore all 
5 claims to that title are- Aan, e. pay 
- this rule. ra Bos 
| Oy the ſeveral PEI hg affdined to 
themſelves the character of the Mx s- 
j » 14, Jesv's of Nazareth is the only 
one, whoſe claim deſerves o our regard. This 


1 © EB. h. 9. . 
| man 
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man, if it be lawful to call him a man, 
made a very extraordinary figure in the 
world. For he opened a new” ſcene of 
things; performed many wonderful works; 
and eſtabliſhed another inſtitution of re- 
ligion, which pretends to ſupply all the 

dehciencies of the former alt dri and | 
10 adminiſter every thing, in abundant 


17 ,that Reſet to life and g god- 
BETS — 0 14 83 EL Dian 1 [3:53 
line | 


THESE ate Huch important t and inte. 
reffing pretehfionts as render the Goſpel 
highly worthy of our moſt ae c 
ſideration. Let us then proceed to ex- 
amine its contents, and ſee how far it 
anſwers theſe pretenſions. And here the 
whole of our Inquiry may completely 
be reduced to theſe two heads: 

„I. WHETHER. the. doctrines of the 
© Goſpel do in fact aſſert, that Iss 
e CHRIST has ſupplied the world with 
cc all thoſe means, which we have before 
* adjudged to be re to ſalvation ?” 


And, if fo, 
„II. WHETHER the miracles there- 


L in recorded do ſufficiently prove, that 
1 9 = * e 
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beinenp video. SN odr le 
N HEN 12 u Cn s en- 
W ered upon. Riot mimiſen fe e. de: 
NN clared, in co y to the cha- 
racter he had aſſumed, that tHe 3 
poſe andideſign of hid going Was 
el redeem ant} {ave finde f e chat wha; 
ſoeyer belieyed in him might not pe- 
| ei riſhʒ but enjdy everlaſting life 01 
| 45 N o Winthel firſt thing a we obſerysd 
above teceſſary to the ſalvation of ſin- 
hers, was-the aſſuranee of pardofi and dr 
givcneſa oA greeably heteunto, the Guſpel 
inforrhs dh, that Jobn the Baptiſt. a 
ſent before * to prepare the way of the 
Lord, and to give knowledge of fNatiön 
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9+ The Int ent and. Propriety of 

« unto his people by the remiſſion of 
= their ſins . And when t the Lord him 

el WW ea take away. the ſins of. 

2 world, made his appearance, he not 
only publiſhed a general declaration of par- 
don pon the condition af repentance 5 
butehe alſo, frgave e faithful pen 
tente zhialr Hing im form”, as an, carneſt or 


pledge of what de promiſed to do for all 
others, who were equally qualified. 


A4 8 you will ay, was! a Jo fo 


witats/[and adequate to the wiſhes" of 
| : mtikind; But could the) with ſafety de: 
j pend upon itꝰ Mas there any; fecurity, that 
[| gu Was poffeſſed of the power he 
. claimed d Ag dertalhty; that the fins he un- 
it dertook®ts forgive were indeed forgiven? 
| Certainty, you wil fd, or ſecurity-onough 
|  to'pive reſt and! peace to the moſt anxious 
| mind. For nyhat sis it to forgive ſins? 
Hs IS it not ton deliver from thoſe effect 
1 which RHprduees, or to which dt: ren: 
act to N. 2d 16q91q 01 ?? oled 33 
þ | | ee iq 764 79 WG! 12 3vig 04 bas bro 11 
. & Mari i. 14, 15. Lule xxiv. 47. Ad, xiii, 38. 
: | 1] | b Matth, i IX. A: John v. 14. 11 ii A. * 
. 2 ii e 
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7 ders the inner obnoxious? But th "pl „ 
| mary effects and conleqyetices of Ah we! 
diſeaſes and death. And then, What can 
be conceived A plainer proof of the actual 
forgiveneſs of fins, than” to beh619* Kn 
ners relieved of their diſeaſes, and freed 
5 from the Jaws of death, at the inftaßt 
they were pronounced ſe ſo forg given? This 
proof Jz Es Us gave them; for © he Healed 
= all manner of lickneſß, and all mater 
0 7 of diſcaſe, : among the People 3 I 
© "BY T "this evidence may be placed in 
another Tight: and in that light, perhaps, 
| it may appear Aronger. n 
CxRTATN diſeaſes, ſuch as leptotſ, 
palſy, madneſs, and blingneſs, were- de- 
nounced by the Law®,” and elteemed y 
the Jess, as puniſhments for Certain 
fins. Now, if the acceflion' or inffiction 
of theſe diſeaſes was a ſure token, as it te- 
ally was, of God's diipleaſure againſt ſuch 
finners, was not the füdden removal, or 
miraculous cure of them as evident a to- 
5 kan of his fargioeneſs7 4 _ appeaſe: yu were 


AF 
2 n 


1 1 * 2 ix. 2 0 + Kaas, git 09 
* Deut. Xxviil. 15, &c. 


Y 1 Luke xi, ** Jobn ix. 2. 
to 
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"your eyes, could. you poſſibly doubt of 
his having fecelved NP ing's pardon? 
But, what there Ie eaſe of this 1 


POP, be to us tl Ie fame w 8 E cores, 
pat £5185 35 


hic! Jzsvs wrought on t nners” a, 


to- the Are inſtances of the re- 


miſſion of 40 their pupiſhments, a and there- 
ore the r and moſt, "convincing 
proofs of th e remitſic ion "of 1 Ie1r, ſins. E 

Nc 0 W. that theſe. fanative miracles of 


1 © AR IST were, deſtined in. their inten- 


tion, as they were ; adapted, i in, their, con- 
ſtitution, to prove the doctrine of the 
forgiveneſs of ſius, is evident from ſeve- 
ral paſſages of Scripture ; and more par- 
"ticularly from one in the Goſpel of St. 


Matthew, which comprehends the ſum 


of all that can, or, need be faid in confir- 
mation of this point. The paſſage I mean 
is in the ninth Ebapter, and uns; thus: 


= Lepers Geanſell Marrb. vill. 2, 3. Luke: xvii 12=19. FE 


- Parahtics' cured, Matth.'viii. 6. ix. 2, &. Lunatics or 


Mead cured, Marth. iv. 24. xvii. 15, &. Blind reſtored 
to to tight, 3 Matth, ix. 2730. XX: 3034: 9 1—7. 


on They | 


cc 
cc 
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They brought to him a man ſick of 
the palſy, lying on a bed: and Jesvus, 


ſeeing their faith, ſaid unto the fick of 
the palſy, Son, be of good chear; thy fins 
be forgiven thee. And behold, certain 


c of the Scribes ſaid within themſelves, 


cc 


(c 


This man blaſphemeth. And Jesvus, 


knowing their thoughts, faid, Where- 


te fore think ye evil in your hearts? for 


cc 


cc. 


c£ 
cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 


cc 


whether is eaſier to ſay, Thy fins be 
forgiven thee? or to fay, Ariſe and 
walk? But, that ye may know that 
the Son of man hath power on earth * 
to forgive fins, (then faith he to the ſick 
of the palſy) Ariſe, take up thy bed, 
and go unto thine houſe, And he 
aroſe, and departed to his houſe. And 
when the multitade ſaw it, they mar- 


velled,” that is, were convinced, * and 


glorified God, en had given ſuch 


power unto men? 


Bur this dodtrine of the forgiveneſs 


of paſt fins, eee 1 proved, 


5 And, if he had this power oz, in his ſtate of humilia- 


tion on earth; much more muſt he be ſuppoſed to have 
it afterwards, in his ſtate of exaltation in heaven. 


Ver. 2—8. 


P . 
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could afford mankind but little com- 
fort, unleſs they practiſed for the future 
what was lawful and right. But alas ! they 
were not able, ' in numberleſs inſtances, to 
diſcover what the right was: and there- 
fore they wanted, in the next place, ſuch 
a perfect and complete rule of life, as would 
faithfully direct them, in all occurrences, 
what to do, and what to avoid, in order 
to ſecure the favour of God, and render 
themſelves acceptable to him. Now ſuch 
a rule the Goſpel ſupplies : not only as it 
teaches men, in general, © to live ſoberly, 
e righteouſly, and piouſly in the world, 
te and, denying all ungodlineſs and hurtful 
cc luſts, to cleanſe themſelves from all fil- 
te thineſs both of fleſh and ſpirit *;”* but 
alſo as it lays down particular precepts for 
the diſcharge of thoſe ſeveral duties, to 
which they are bound in their ſeveral re- 
lations. Theſe precepts neither had, nor 
wanted the ſupport of any miracles; being 
ſufficiently evidenced by their conformity 
to the dictates of right reaſon, and the con- 
ſtitution of human nature. Practice, in 


P Tit. ii. 12. 2 Cor. vii. 1. 


this 
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this caſe, was the beſt, proof. For what 
our Saviour affirms of the doctrinal part 
of his religion is equally true of the pre- 
ceptive : © If any man will do his will, 
« he ſhall know of the doctrine, whether 
te it be of God, or whether 1 Ar of 
wy ä 

Now, though they could not but ac- 
knowledge that this revealed law was a 
good and perfect rule of life; yet the 
weakneſs of their nature, the perverſeneſs 
of their paſſions, and the oppoſition of 
Satan, rendered them unable to obey its 
directions, and live up to the meaſure of 
its obligations. Hence, therefore, it ap- 
pears neceſſary, that Chriſt, as the Au- 
thor of ſalvation, ſhould deliver them 
from this bondage of corruption, and 
ſupply them with ſuch an addition of 
ſtrength, as might enable them to with- 
ſtand the aſfiults of the Tempter, and 
ſubdue every irregular paſſion to the obe- 
dience of the Goſpel. Accordingly, he 
promiſed to free them from this body 


1 Fobn vii. 17. Y | 
Pa -- 13 of. 
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of ſin, to ſtrengthen the infirmities of 
their nature, and to render them ſupe- 
rior to all oppoſing difficulties. 
Axp what he ſo promiſed, he gave 
them | full proof he could likewiſe per- 
form. For could they doubt, whether he, 
who could reſcue them from the poſſeſſion 
of Satan , could alſo defend them agaiaſt 


his aſſaults? Could they doubt, whether 
he, who could rectiſy the erookedneſs of 


the body, could alſo rectify the perverſc-, 
neſs of the mind? Or, whether he, Who, 


could ſtrengthen them in the outward 
man „ could Wa Kreer ern OR, 


inward? .... 4 5 
Bor big 2 in this reſpect was not. 

only. evidenced by theſe remoter analogous 

inſtances, but. moreover exemplified in the 


actual manifeſtation of the genuine pro- 
miſed effects. For his followers, in con- 
e of their maſter” 8 A were 


7 obo i. 12. . vii. 1, 238, 39. 
* Matgh. viii. 28, &c.— ix. 32, He. Ni. 225 He. xv. 


14, Ke. Mark i. 23, Sc. iii. 11.— v. 2 — 15. vii. 24. 


Or. ix. 17. Sc. Luke iv. 33, Sc. vii. 26, Sc. ix. 38 
— 42. xi. 14, &c.' 
t Luke Xi. 11 — 13. 
» Matth. xv. 30, 31. 
renewed 
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renewed in the diſpoſitions. of their minds; 
and transformed into quite different crea- 
tures. They no longer lived the reſt of 
their time in the evil practices of the 
world, but walked in all the command 
ments and ordinances of the Lord blame- 
leſs. They abounded in all the fruits of 
| righteouſneſs, in the midſt of a crooked: 
and- perverſe. generation, among whom 
they ſhone as bright and glorious lights. 
And though they were obliged to wreſtle 
not only againſt fleſh and blood, but 
_ © againſt principalities, againſt powerb, a- 
0 gainſt the rulers of the darkneſs of his 
c world, and againſt ſpiritual. wickedneſs 
in high places *; yet in all theſe things 
6 they were more than conquerors thro”. 
* him that ſtrengthened thgem. 
"AND, as the promiſe was not ſolely 
wade to them, but alſo, in conſideration. 
the effity, to their children after 
them, „and do all that were afar off, 
< even as many as the Lord our God 
i "hou. gall "RO 1 and: conver=. 


25 
3 323 
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ſation of every fincere and pious chriſtian” 
is a viſible demonſtration, that Chriſt ſtill 
abides with his church*, and continues to 
impart the ſame. ſubtdur and aſſiſtance, in 

neceſ; ary” e, to al ts mem- 
bers. 3 
Bur, aobwlthſtantiog: W were 
dogs enlightened with the knowledge of 


their duty, and ſtrengthened likewiſe with 


abilities to perform it; yet, as they were 
bound to refrain from many things which 


| appeared deſirable, and to embrace as many 


that were very grievous to fleſn and blood; 
ſo it was moreover neceſſary, that ſome 
powerful motives ſhould be laid before 
them, to incline and determine them to 
act accordingly — motives ſufficient, as 
well to deter them from the purſuit of 


vice under its moſt engaging appearances, 


as to incite them on to the practice of vir- 
tue againſt the moſt preſſing diſcourage-' 
ments. Now, ſuch motives Chriſt pro- 
poſed, and laid before them. For he aſ- 


ſured them, that this life was to be ſuc-' 


ceeded by another, in which he ſhould 


Matib. xxvii. 20. | 
| paſs 
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_ -paſs ſentence upon them according to the 

nature and quality of their actions. Thoſe 
who did well, and perſevered in their 
duty, he promiſed to reward with eter- 

nal felicity; but the wicked and rebellious 

He threatened to puniſh. with everlaſting 
deſtruction. _ Wh. 
No was there wanting ſufficient evi- 
dence both of the certainty of his pro- 
miles, and the reality of his threatenings. 
For what can be more evident, than that 
he, who was able to blaſt and deſtroy 
by the word of his mouth, to ſtrike of- 
fenders dead by the miniſtry of his ſervants, 
in this preſent world *, muſt be likewiſe 
able to take - vengeance on them in that 
future world, of which he is equally the 


2 Pet. ii. 1 — 15. Luke xii. 4, 5. Matth. xxv. 31 
— 46. | 
o The only inſtance which our Saviour exhibited of his 
power to car/e and deſtroy, was that inoffen/ive, but 4 my 
cant one, diſplayed on the barren fig · tree. Matth, xi 
18, &c. Mark xi. 12, c. More inſtances of the vin- 
dictive kind would have been at that time prejudicial to 
his doctrine. But, when the truth of the Goſpel was ſuffi - 
ciently proved, he impowered his diſciples to puniſh offen- 
ders in a miraculous and exemplary manner. See As v. 


Lord 
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Lord and Governor? What can be more 
evident, than that he, who was able to ſup- 
port the weary multitudes, and relieve their 


hunger with food, in the wilderneſs *, muſt 
be able alſo to ſatisfy the righteous to the 


extent of their deſires, and fill them with 


all ſpiritual comforts, in heaven ? 
Bur why do ] inſiſt upon ſuch proofs, 
when his power to judge the world was 


ſo viſibly diſplayed, and the form of his 
proceedings ſo circumſtantially repreſented, 


in the deſtruction of the Jewiſb nation? 
He told them, before his death, that, 
as ſure as the Jeuiſb polity ſhould be de- 
ſtroyed, and the inhabitants of Judea 
ſhould be viſited for their iniquity ; ſo 
ſurely ſhould the frame of the univerſe 


be diffolved, and the inhabitants of the 


e Matth. xiv. 15, &c,— xv. 32, c. Mark vi. 35, Sec. 
— vii. 1, Sc. Luke ix. 12, &c. Job. vi. 5, Sec. 

The propriety of theſe miracles, and their application, 
will be more conſpicuous, if we conſider, that the happi- 
neſs and comforts of another life are repreſented in ſcrip- 
ture by thoſe enjoyments and ſatisfactions which make 
men eaſy in this. Heaven is deſcribed as a place, where 
< they ſhall Sunger no more, neither 2hirf any more: for 
* Chriſt ſhall Se them, and ſhall lead them unto living 
* fountains of water,” Rev. vii. 16, 17. 

| earth 
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earth be ſummoned to judgment. One 
part of this prediction has been already 
fulfilled; and that in ſo extraordinary a 
manner, as plainly ſhewed it to be the 
work of CHRIST. The other therefore will 
be fulfilled in its ſeaſon—the time deter- 
mined by the Father. And when that de- 
termined time is come, can it ever be 
doubted, but that he, who, in this ju- 
dicial manifeſtation, made ſuch an ap- 
parent difference between the believing 
and unbelieving Jews, will alſo, in that 
future determination, of which this was 
the emblem, make the like diſtinction 
between the righteous and the wicked ; 
between them that ſerved him in fear and 
reverence, and them that deſpiſed and 
tranſgreſſed his laws? 

Bu T nevertheleſs, as the ocncrility 
of mankind had no idea of being happy 
or miſerable in a future ſtate, but by the 
means of theſe. bodies they have I in the 


4 See Matth. chap. xxiv. 

e The interpoſition of a divine power was ſo clearly vi- 
ſible in the overthrow of Jeruſalem, that Titus himſelf 
| aſcribed his taking that city to the aſſiſtance of Gad. Vid. 
Pofeph de Bello Judaic, lib. VI. c. ix. F1. 

* preſent, 
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preſent *,” which yet they obſerved to be 

deſtroyed by death; and as it appeats 

but reaſonable, that men ſhould partake 

of the fruit of their actions in the ſame 

compound nature in which they had acted ; 

ſo it ſeems to be moreover neceſſary, to 

inforce the doctrine of a general judg- 

ment, that CHRIST ſhould aſſure them 

of a general reſurrection ; when the dead 

ſhall be ranſomed from the power of 
the grave, and become again the fame 

individual men. Accordingly he told 

them in expreſs terms, that * the hour 

« is coming, in which all that are in 

ce the graves ſhall hear his voice, and 

<* ſhall come forth. And need I prove 
that the voice of CHRIST is ſuch a 
powerful voice? The dead have proved 
it long ago—who felt its quickening en- 

ergy in the grave, and roſe up to atteſt its 
efficacy b. | | 


r See Bp. Sherl's Diſcourſes, vol. I. diſc. vi. 
s Fobn v. 28, 29. Ar 
b Math. ix. 24, 25. Xxvii. 52, 53. Markv. 35 —43. 
Luke vii. 11—75. vil. 4956. Tohn xi. 43, 44. 
5 
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Stex then he has given us already 
ſuch convincing proofs of his power to 
deliver from the dominion of death, 
both by raiſing himſelf and others; we may 
reſt aſſured, that © his wonders ſhall once 
* more be ſhewed in the grave, and 
5 his faithfulneſs in deſtruction” And 
although the worms deſtroy theſe bodies, 
yet, as we know that our Redeemer 
liveth, we may ſtill be confident, that 
in our fleſh we ſhall ſee God*, 
Sc is the proviſion, according to 
the Scripture account, which CHRIST 
has made for the happineſs and falvation 
of mankind. And, pray, what is there 
wanting in this account to complete his 
character, a the promiſed MEss IAR, 
the Redeemer and Saviour of the world? 
Was he to make an atonement to God 
for us? Behold then, he died for our 
e fins, and roſe again for our juſtifica- 
« tion.“ Was he to ſupply us with the 
neceſſary means of ſalvation? Then be- 


+ Pal. Ixxxviii. 11. 


k Fob xix. 26. 
i Rom. iv. 25. 


Qz2 hold 
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hold them all contained in the Goſpel. 
Did the whole world ſtand in equal need 
of theſe benefits? -Behold' then, he com- 
miſſioned his diſciples to convey and 
propoſe them to all nations a. And, laſt- 
ly, that they might be able to execute 
the commiſſion they received, behold 
them endowed with the gift of langua- 
ges, and ſpeaking with other tongues, 
< as the Spirit gave them utterance®.”” 
Thus commiſſioned, and thus impowered, 
ee they. went forth, and preached every- 
„ where; the Lord working with them, 
“ and 1 _ ward n 15 


8 ang”. B. foro 
* Marth. wil. 19. Merk wi 15 8 
RT. . „ 

* Mark xvi. 20. p 
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SECTION II. 


Pe Concluſion. 


” AE hive now ſeen the nature and 
W W deſign of the chriſtian religion: 
e how neceſſary it was for the 
recovery of mankind; and how fully it 
anſwers that intention. We have ſeen 
likewiſe the evidence by which it is 
ſupported: how wiſely the miracles are 
adapted to the doctrines; and how 
clearly wid OE” their truth and cer- 
—_— : | | 
HERE en let us 1 a nue une 
all ourſelves, © what ſtronger proof could 
ce we poſſibly deſire in confirmation of 
ce this religion, than what the Goſpel 
ee has offered?” It is attended with all the 
internal and external evidences that can 
be thought on. Its doctrines are not 
only correſpondent to the neceſſities of 


human 
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it From his turning water into wine, 


human nature, but alſo conformable to 
the higheſt human reaſon 3 and more 
over ſtand atteſted by analogous examples 
and ſenſible demonſtrations. 
H Ap the Goſpel required of us to ex- 
pect ſalvation by JESUS CHRIS r, and 
given us no teaſon to think him equal 


to the mighty work, Infidels might then 


have laughed with aſſurance, and have, 
juſtly reproached our faith as credu- 
lity. But now their reproaches be to 
themſelves. It is our boaſt, as it is our 
happineſs, that we know in whom we 
<- have believed: even in him EL © who is 
cable to fave them to the uttermoſt, that 
<:come unto. God by him; ſeeing he 
is the Lord of life and glory, and is in- 
veſted- with ſovereign power both in 
heaven, and earth“, as he made appear 
Wl |. pg exertions of it“. ifo: = 
8 nw mei siven 


n > Hebrews vil 25. 5 | = 1 

4 Matth. xxviii. 18. Jobs ili. 35. N 

Tha ſovereign power of Chriſt over this lwwer world 
was viſtble from his altering and controulin the courle of 
ohn ii. 1— 11. 
alming the fury of the wind, and reſtraining the impe- 
tuoſity 
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SiNck then CHRIST has given us 
all reaſonable proof that he was © a teacher 
«© come from God;” ſince the doctrines he 
taught appear to be in their own nature 
divine, worthy of God, and beneficial to 
man; ſince he has confirmed them in 
every branch by the moſt ſuitable, ap- 
propriate miracles; how can we poſſi- 
bly expect to eſcape, if we negle& fo 
great and ſo well-atteſted ſalvation ? For, 
as the Apoſtle argues, if © he, that deſpi- 
«© ſed Moſes law, died without mercy, 
e under two or three witneſſes; of how 
*© much ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, 
* ſhall he be thought worthy, who hath 
ce trodden under foot the Son of God, 
© and hath counted the blood of the 


tuoſity of the ſea, Marth. viii. 24—27. Mark iv. 37941. 
Luke viii. 22—25. As alſo from that tremendous ſhock, 
which all nature felt, at his crucifixion, Matth. xxvii. 45, 
51, 52. Mark xv. 33, 28. Luke xxiii. 44, &c. His ſo- 
vereign power in heaven he ſhewed by ſending down 
thoſe gifts upon the Apoſtles, As ii. 1, &c. which he had 
before promiſed to endue them with, Late xxiv. 49. John 
xv. 26. For theſe gifts were ſuch, as could come from no 
other place than from heaven; and were abundant proofs, - 
not only of his being arrived there, but alſo of his being 
inveſted with dominion and authority on high. 5 
r covenant, 
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te covenant wherewith he was ſanctified, 
& an unholy thing, and hath done ans 
« unto the Spirit of grace?“ 
a Bor perhaps it will be ſaid, 3 
« ſeveral others, as well as CHRIST, 
e have brought revelations into the 
« world, and have wrought mira- 
« cles in confirmation of thema and 
e therefore that theſe have an equal 
“ right to our belief and acceptance, as 
« the chriſtian revelation has; ſince they 
« were all raiſed upon” the oy founda- 
te tion, and are ſupported: by the ſame 
© credentials.”* _ | 
- x8 true, various religions have been 
introduced into the heathen world, at va- 
rious times, under the pretence of revela- 
tion. But what then? Is there any com- 
| pariſon to be made between theſe reli- 
gions and the Goſpel? Conſider their ge- 
nius and conſtitution: what marks of di- 
vine wiſdom or goodneſs can you dif- 
cover in them? what reference had they 
to rational happineſs? what correſpon- 
dence did they bear to the moral exigen- 
ces of mankind ? Examine the miracles 


Hb. x. 28, 29: alledged 
alledge 
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alledged in their favour: how mean, 
trifling, ridiculous, are moſt of them in 
themſelves? and how poorly are they all 
atteſted ? And laſtly, conſider the fate of 
theſe religions: how ſoon did they all va- 
niſh, and ſink into contempt, when the 
ſecular powers that ſupported them failed, 
or knowledge and learning advanced 1 in the 
world ? 

Wirk what colour of reaſon, then, can 
you preſume to ſet theſe pretended revela- 
tions in competition with the Goſpel of 
CHrR1sT, which made its way in ſpite of 
all oppoſing powers, and has ſtood the cri- 
tical examination of ages? — yea, and ever 
will ſtand it. For, could men be perſuaded 
to lay aſide their prejudices and paſſions ; 
to approach the ſcripture with ſeriouſneſs 
and candour; and to weigh the merits of 
the chriſtian cauſe with deliberation and 
impartiality ; there can be no doubt, but 
they would, to their happineſs, be ſoon 
convinced, that the evidence for the truth 
of.chriſtianity is as full and ſatisfactory, as 
the end it propoſes is great and deſirable, 


The End of the SEC oND PART. 
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